


Site of the payroll robbery and fatal shooting of Frederick A. Parmenter,
paymaster of the Slate and Morrill Shoe Company and Alexandro Berardelli,

his guard, on April 15, 1920, for which Sacco and Vanzetti were tried, found
guilty, and executed.
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Vi 'w of the site of the payroll robbery and fatal shootig
from the opposite direction.



Nicola Sacco’s mug shot.



Bartolomeo Vanzetti’s mug shot.



Sacco and Vanzetti being escorted to the Norfolk County
House in Dedham. [News service photo, October 31, 1921]



Vanzetti being escorted from the Dedham Courthouse.
[Undated news service photo]
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BEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. SRR 0o | o .

E—chrftrBYsetersine -
7}
The inclemendy of the weather was no doubt ene of the prln-

cipel reasons for the failure of the I'TERIATIONAL ?ROTEST LEBTIKG ON

PEELLF OF KICOLA SACCO AND BARTCLOMEC VANZETTE -- the two Itelian an~

arcnists of this district who were found guilty ef first degree murder~-

held lsst Sundsy, the 27tr instent, &t the Grend Opera Houce, Roston.

The meeting, which was held under the auspices of the WORK~
S~

ERS' DEFINSE "om:bm\cr: 0T LZ. ELCLAND, for the purpose of supporting

M e o
the motion for e new “Irisi ana Yor Gollecting funds for SACCO and VAN~

ZEPAI, was, in fect, sttended by apcroximately 150 persons, gomposed ef

Itsliens end Hebrews, the American element being elmost unnoticeable.

The persons scheduled to speak at that meetlng were AXRON

. e
- i VELIEMAY, COSTADTINO ZOLCEELLO and CALEB HARRISOD. AAROL VELLENAR
——— e e e vetemantre S s
em———

;ear, and lace spoke EZIRY ABRAFAMS of th

powever, 4id not &

eity.

Due to the inconstanocy of ine westher, the writer was unebl

to srrive at the meeting place &% the time the meeting was opened. He¢

errived an hour later, thet is, when CALZE HARRISOR ifpened m.‘,,vﬂk

h‘l))vever Agent Spoke witr

% 4k loce of tne meetinz

Copies of Tis REPORT FURNISKED To:

—persor- whe
l» REFERENCE:

Thg Department of Justice’'s Bureau of Investigation kept close tabs on the those groups and
individuals, both locally and across the country, organizing support for Sacco and Vanzetti.
The report above covers a meeting in Boston on November 27, 1921, and is just one of the
over 2,000 redacted pages released in 1975 through the Freedom of Information Act.
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Photo and poster for two of the many demonstrations held
in support of Sacco and Vanzetti. [John Adams Courthouse

Exhibit]
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Arrested protesters being escorted to jail. [News service
photo, August 19271




armbands, picketing in front of the State House. [News
service photo, August 16, 19271



Forty women and several men arrested at one of the many
pickets which took place in front of the State House. [News
service photo, August 16, 1927]
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Mary Donovan, Recording Secretary of the Sacco-Vanzetti Defense
Committee, making arrangements to raise bail for the forty women and
several men arrested for picketing in front of the State House. [News
service photo, August 16, 19271




Another of the many pickets in front of the State House.
[Undated news service photo]



Author D. Hill and Michael Musmano, attorneys for Sacco
and Vanzetti. [News service photo, August, 17, 19271



William B. Thompson, a lawyer for Sacco and Vanzetti.
[Undated news service photo]



On April 9, 1927, Judge Thayer sentenced Sacco and
Vanzetti to death. The sentence was originally scheduled
for the week of July 10, but was not carried out until
August 237, [John Adams Courthouse Exhibit]
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Harvard students attempted a re-enactment at the scene
of the crime before being stopped by the police. The
shooting occurred in front of the fifth window from the
right. [News service photo, April 23, 1927]



Mrs. Elizabeth Glendower Evans, a prominent Boston social activist and
reformer and unidentified friend entering the Dedham Courthouse to attend a
hearing on the case. Mrs. Evans took a personal interest in the case and
provided significant financial support. [News service photo, August 16, 1927].



Mary Donovan, Recording Secretary for the Sacco-Vanzetti
Defense Committee at the committee’s office. [News
service photo, August 19271



Two of the thousand of letters and telegrams sent to
Governor Fuller in support of the two men. This one asks
that the men be given a reprieve. [August 10, 1927].



HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE

5 Story Street.
August 20, 1927.

To Governor Alvan T. Fuller,

AUG £2 |

Your Excellency:

I earnestly beg you to commute the

sentence of Sacco and Vanzetti to life by

imprisonment. I ask this as a matter of sound 3

public policy. . hgou r
Capital punishment can only be justi- ;{ :

fied as a deterent to crime; whenever, for Slong do

any reason, executdon will not serve this single b ze“ a;

purpose, a punishment so irrevocable and x; the £

sensational becomes socially unwise. eng
Unfortunately, this case has ceased to { i

be a simple question of the guilt or innocence s *aCL\

of two men, and has become a grave aspect of 12

class struggle, T believe all pleas for clem~ i

ency must regard it in this light. If these
men are executed they will become martyrs to
their ideals in the eyes of a large social
group,and to it a bitter example of the per-
secution of the ruling classes. Their con-~
fidence in the judical system and indeed all
organized poplular government will be severly
shaken. I do not believe the community can
afford, rightly or wrongly, so to stir up
class hatred. The deterent element in the
punishment has been completely lost.

There is widespread and honest doubt
among intelligent and public-spirited citizens
of the state and country at large as to whether
these men are guilty. Justified or not, this

ute the sentence of



Rosa Sacco, wife of Nicola Sacco. [Undated news service
photo]
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Rosa Sacco leaving the Charlestown State Prison after

visiting her husband. [New service photo, August 10,
1927]



Luigia Vanzetti, sister of Bartolomeo Vanzetti (left), and
Rosa Sacco leaving Charlestown State Prison after visiting
the two condemned men. [News service photo, August 21,

1927]
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Anticipating “disorders and outbreaks” by radical sympathizers as the date set
for the executions neared, members of the Boston Fire Department were sworn
in as emergency members of of the police to help guard the city. [News service
photo, August 16, 19271
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Charlestown Prison showing location of execution
chamber. [Undated news service photo]
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Cutaway view of execution chamber at the Charlestown
Prison. [Undated news service photo]
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Aerial view of the Charlestown Prison. Circle shows
location of the execution chamber. The prison was torn
down in the 1970s. Bunker Hill Community College now
occupies the site. [Undated news service photo]
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Satellite image of the area today. Bunker Hill Community
College is on the left. The approximate location of the site
of the execution chamber stood is circled.
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Police and troopers armed with submachine guns and
bayoneted rifles guard the immediate vicinity of the
execution chamber, the so-called “death house.” [News

service photo August (22), 1927]



Mounted police hold back large crowd as the hour of Sacco
and Vanzetti’'s executions approached. [News service
photo, August (22), 19271



Sacco and Vanzetti's Executioner, Robert Elliott Gaunt. His home in New
York was bombed nine months after the men were put to death. No one
was injured, but the front of the house was heavily damaged. [News service
photo, May 22, 1927]



Warden'’s certificates of death for Sacco and Vanzetti,
dated August 23, 1927. [John Adams Courthouse Exhibit]
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Barred doorway to the committee’s offices at 256 Hanover St. The landlord refused
to allow the caskets to be brought into the building for public viewing. Note the
absence of the committee’s name from the list of the building’s occupants. [News
service photo, August 27, 19271
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Bodies of Sacco and Vanzetti being loaded into the hearses
which carried them to the Forrest Hills Cemetery. [News
service photo, August 27, 19271
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Crowd following the funeral cortege on Hanover Street.
Hearses can be seen at the top right corner. [News service
photo, August 27, 1927]
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This bas relief by sculptor Gutzon Borglum was presented to the governors of
Massachusetts and the Mayors of Boston in 1937, 1947, and 1957. It was refused
each time. A plaster casting was formally accepted by Mayor Tom Menino and
Governor Paul Cellucci in 1995. [News service photo, August 19371



From left to right, Roger Baldwin, Powers Hapgood, Alfred Baker Lewis, and Gardner
Jackson, members of the Memorial Committee for Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti.
They offered to erect the Borglum plaque in Boston Common. Both the Mayor and the
Governor immediately opposed the plan. [News service photo, August 23, 19371
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Not forgotten. Former members of the defense committee and others
at a vigil outside the State House on August 23, 1967 on the 40th
anniversary of the executions of Sacco and Vanzetti. [News service

photo, August 23, 19671




Spencer Sacco, grandson of Nicola Sacco, at the State House with Gov.
Dukakis after the signing of the proclamation which declared, in part, “any
stigma and disgrace should forever be removed from the names of Nicola
Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti.” [News service photo, July 20, 19771



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

By His Excellency
MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS
Governor
A PROCLAMATION
1977

A half century ago next month, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzettdi were executed

WHEREAS :
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts after being indicted, tried, and found guilty
of murdering Alessandro Berardelli and Frederick A. Parmenter; an
WHEREAS : Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were Italian immigrants who lived and worked
in Massachusetts while openly professing their beliefs in the doctrimes of anarchism;
and
WHEREAS : The atmosphere of their trial and appeals was permeated by prejudice against foreigners
and hostility toward unorthodox political views; and
WHEREAS : The conduct of many of the officials invelved in the case shed serious doubt on their
willingness and ability to conduct the prosecution and trial of Sacco and Vanzetti
fairly and impartially; and
WHEREAS : The limited scope of appellate review then in effect did not allow a new trial to be
ordered based on the prejudicial effect of the proceedings as a whol and
WHEREAS : This situation was later rectificd as a direct result of their case by the adoption of
Chapter 341 of the Acts of 1939, which itted the Supreme Judicial
Court to order a mew trial not merely because the verdict was contrary to the law,
but also 1f 1t w inst the weight of the evidence, contradicted by mewly dis
covered evidence, or "for any other reason that justice may require'; and
WHEREAS : The people of Massachusetts today take pride in the strength and virality of their
governmental institutions, particularly in the high quality of their legal system;
and
WHEREAS : They recogniz human institutions are imperfect, that the possibility of
injustice 1s e , and that the acknowledge of fault, with a
zesolve to d signs of strength in a free society; and
WHEREAS : co and Vanzettd should serve to remind all civilized
o guard against our susceptibility to prejudice, our
deas, and our failure to defend the rights of persons
gers in our midst; and
WHEREAS : pect for truth and an enduring commit—
te of Nicola Sacco and
iah tolerance, justice and human
WHEREAS : utdon of

NOW, THEREFORE, h of Massachusetts, by virtue
£ tive Magistrate by the Con-
d by all other authority vest

ICOLA SACCO AND BARTOLOMEO

¢ d disgrace should

etti, from
he Common-—
assachusetts to
from

The 1977 proclamation signed by then Governor Michael
S. Dukakis.
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Banner announcing the second Sacco and Vanzetti
Commemoration March and Rally and the first organized
by the Sacco and Vanzetti Commemoration Society.
[August 23, 20071



Marching down Boylston Street to Boston’s North End.

[August 23, 2007]



Re-dedication of plaque at 256 Hanover street on December 1,
2007. The building housed the offices of the Sacco and Vanzetti
Defense Committee. The plaque replaced an earlier one put up in

1976 which disappeared a few years later.



Sacco and Vanzetti
Defense Committee

In May 1920, two Italian immigrants were arrested
for the murder of two payroll guards in South
Braintree. A group of friends and fellow anarchists
organized a defense committee for the accused
men, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. For
the next seven years The Sacco-Vanzetti Defense
Committee struggled to free the two men, whose

cause became a passionate controversy the world
over. In 1925, the committee moved to an upstairs
room at 256 Hanover Street in the North End,
where the drama intensified as it drew to its close.
Sacco and Vanzetti were executed in 1927, but
theirs is “the case that will not die.”

.,
Bacco & Vaneatli Commemaration Bociely - Auguat 23, 2007
c ‘wraral sECOGa I YEnEetiLang




The Case of 53
lustice on mum S ezt

Permanent(?) public exhibit at the John Adams Courthouse
in Boston. The exhibit is open Monday - Friday, 8:30 to
5:00 p.m.



Exhibit room at the Federal Courthouse.

[ titin i saagi
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In occasione dei venti anni dalla morte di Vincenzina Vanzetti
LUIGI BOTTA
aggiorna la storia dei due italiani uccisi a Boston nel 1927

Intervengono

Maria Fernanda Sacco * Giovanni Vanzetti - Matteo Marolla

Verra proiettato per la prima volta in Italia il film restaurato del funerale dei due anarchici

Banca Cassa di Risparmio di Savigliano 5.p.A.

Interest in the Sacco-Vanzetti case persists. This event in
Iltaly was co-sponsored by the Sacco and Vanzetti
Commemoration Society. [Luigi Botta, May 13, 2014]
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Well attended talk on Sacco and Vanzetti in Italy. [Federico
Botta, May 13,2014]

FIND OUT CITY
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