


Site of the payroll robbery and fatal shooting of Frederick A. Parmenter, 
paymaster of the Slate and Morrill Shoe Company and Alexandro Berardelli, 
his guard, on April 15, 1920, for which Sacco and Vanzetti were tried, found 
guilty, and executed.



View of the site of the payroll robbery and fatal shooting 
from the opposite direction.



Nicola Sacco’s mug shot.



Bartolomeo Vanzetti’s mug shot.



Sacco and Vanzetti being escorted to the Norfolk County 
House in Dedham. [News service photo, October 31, 1921]



Vanzetti being escorted from the Dedham Courthouse.  
[Undated news service photo]



The Department of Justice’s Bureau of Investigation kept close tabs on the those groups and 
individuals, both locally and across the country, organizing support for Sacco and Vanzetti.  
The report above covers a meeting in Boston on November 27, 1921,  and is just one of the 
over 2,000 redacted pages released in 1975 through the Freedom of Information Act.



Photo and poster for two of the many demonstrations held 
in support of Sacco and Vanzetti.  [John Adams Courthouse 
Exhibit]



Arrested protesters being escorted to jail. [News service 
photo, August 1927]



Sacco and Vanzetti sympathizers, some wearing black 
armbands, picketing in front of the State House.  [News 
service photo, August 16, 1927]



Forty women and several men arrested at one of the many 
pickets which took place in front of the State House. [News 
service photo, August 16, 1927]



Mary Donovan, Recording Secretary of the Sacco-Vanzetti Defense 
Committee, making arrangements to raise bail for the forty women and 
several men arrested for picketing in front of the State House. [News 
service photo, August 16, 1927]



Another of the many pickets in front of the State House. 
[Undated news service photo]



Author D. Hill and Michael Musmano, attorneys for Sacco 
and Vanzetti.  [News service photo, August, 17, 1927]



William B. Thompson, a lawyer for Sacco and Vanzetti.  
[Undated news service  photo]



On April 9, 1927, Judge Thayer sentenced Sacco and 
Vanzetti to death.  The sentence was originally scheduled 
for the week of July 10th, but was not carried out until 
August 23rd. [John Adams Courthouse Exhibit]



Harvard students attempted a re-enactment at the scene 
of the crime before being stopped by the police.  The 
shooting occurred in front of the fifth window from the 
right. [News service photo, April 23, 1927]



Mrs. Elizabeth Glendower Evans, a prominent Boston social activist and 
reformer and unidentified friend entering the Dedham Courthouse to attend a 
hearing on the case.  Mrs. Evans took a personal interest in the case and 
provided significant financial support. [News service photo, August 16, 1927].



Mary Donovan, Recording Secretary for the Sacco-Vanzetti 
Defense Committee at the committee’s office. [News 
service photo, August 1927]



Two of the thousand of letters and telegrams sent to 
Governor Fuller in support of the two men.  This one asks 
that the men be given a reprieve. [August 10, 1927].



Letter asking Governor Fuller to commute the sentence of 
Sacco and Vanzetti. [August 20, 1927]



Rosa Sacco, wife of Nicola Sacco.  [Undated news service 
photo]



Rosa Sacco leaving the Charlestown State Prison after 
visiting her husband. [New service photo, August 10, 
1927]



Luigia Vanzetti, sister of Bartolomeo Vanzetti (left), and 
Rosa Sacco leaving Charlestown State Prison after visiting 
the two condemned men. [News service photo, August 21, 
1927]



Anticipating “disorders and outbreaks” by radical sympathizers as the date set 
for the executions neared, members of the Boston Fire Department were sworn 
in as emergency members of of the police to help guard the city. [News service 
photo, August 16, 1927]



Charlestown Prison showing location of execution 
chamber. [Undated news service photo]



Cutaway view of execution chamber at the Charlestown 
Prison. [Undated news service photo]



Aerial view of the Charlestown Prison.  Circle shows 
location of the execution chamber.  The prison was torn 
down in the 1970s. Bunker Hill Community College now 
occupies the site. [Undated news service photo]



Satellite image of the area today.  Bunker Hill Community 
College is on the left.  The approximate location of the site 
of the execution chamber stood is circled. 



Police and troopers armed with submachine guns and 
bayoneted rifles guard the immediate vicinity of the 
execution chamber, the so-called “death house.” [News 
service photo August (22), 1927]



Mounted police hold back large crowd as the hour of Sacco 
and Vanzetti’s executions approached. [News service 
photo, August (22), 1927]



Sacco and Vanzetti’s Executioner, Robert Elliott Gaunt.  His home in New 
York was bombed nine months after the men were put to death.  No one 

was injured, but the front of the house was heavily damaged. [News service 
photo, May 22, 1927]



Warden’s certificates of death for Sacco and Vanzetti, 
dated August 23, 1927. [John Adams Courthouse Exhibit]



Barred doorway to the committee’s offices at 256 Hanover St.  The landlord refused 
to allow the caskets to be brought into the building for public viewing.  Note the 
absence of the committee’s name from the list of the building’s occupants. [News 
service photo, August 27, 1927]



Bodies of Sacco and Vanzetti being loaded into the hearses 
which carried them to the Forrest Hills Cemetery. [News 

service photo, August 27, 1927]



Crowd following the funeral cortege on Hanover Street.  
Hearses can be seen at the top right corner. [News service 
photo, August 27, 1927]



This bas relief by sculptor Gutzon Borglum was presented to the governors of 
Massachusetts and the Mayors of Boston in 1937, 1947, and 1957.  It was refused 
each time.  A plaster casting was formally accepted by Mayor Tom Menino and 
Governor Paul Cellucci in 1995.  [News service photo, August 1937]



From left to right, Roger Baldwin, Powers Hapgood, Alfred Baker Lewis, and Gardner 
Jackson, members of the Memorial Committee for Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. 
 They offered to erect the Borglum plaque in Boston Common.  Both the Mayor and the 
Governor immediately opposed the plan. [News service photo, August 23, 1937]



Not forgotten. Former members of the defense committee and others 
at a vigil outside the State House on August 23, 1967 on the 40 th 
anniversary of the executions of Sacco and Vanzetti. [News service 
photo, August 23, 1967]



Spencer Sacco, grandson of Nicola Sacco, at the State House with Gov. 
Dukakis after the signing of the proclamation which declared, in part, “any 
stigma and disgrace should forever be removed from the names of Nicola 
Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti.” [News service photo, July 20, 1977]



The 1977 proclamation signed by then Governor Michael 
S. Dukakis.



Banner announcing the second Sacco and Vanzetti 
Commemoration March and Rally and the first organized 
by the Sacco and Vanzetti Commemoration Society. 
[August 23, 2007]



Marching down Boylston Street to Boston’s North End. 
[August 23, 2007]



Re-dedication of plaque at 256 Hanover street on December 1, 
2007. The building housed the offices of the Sacco and Vanzetti 
Defense Committee.  The plaque replaced an earlier one put up in 
1976 which disappeared a few years later.





Permanent(?) public exhibit at the John Adams Courthouse 
in Boston.  The exhibit is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 to 
5:00 p.m.



Exhibit room at the Federal Courthouse.



Interest in the Sacco-Vanzetti case persists.  This event in 
Italy was co-sponsored by the Sacco and Vanzetti 
Commemoration Society. [Luigi Botta, May 13, 2014]



Well attended talk on Sacco and Vanzetti in Italy. [Federico 
Botta, May 13,2014]
FIND OUT CITY
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