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 ‘ � �  �� ! " ! �#�  $! �� !  � %! ?’  hi st or i an Howar d Zi nn asked 

a member  of  t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  Commemor at i on Soci et y i n 

November  2008.   Zi nn had j ust  del i ver ed a l ect ur e f or  t he 

benef i t  of  t he Soci et y on ‘ The Meani ng of  Sacco and 

Vanzet t i ’  t o a cr owd of  at  l east  250 peopl e over f l owi ng t he 

Dant e Al i ghi er i  I t al i an Cul t ur al  Cent er  i n Cambr i dge,  

Massachuset t s,  and was t aken aback t hat  i nt er est  i n t he case 

was st i l l  al i ve.   ‘ I  di dn’ t  know what  t o expect .   I  t hought ,  

how many peopl e ar e st i l l  i nt er est ed i n Sacco and Vanzet t i ?  

Maybe seven?  Ten?  Fi f t een?  I  can’ t  even —but  t hi s pl ace 

i s f ul l ! ’ 1  Accust omed t o smal l er  cr owds composed of  al l  t he 

same f ami l i ar  r adi cal  char act er s of  Gr eat er  Bost on,  I ,  

mysel f ,  was sur pr i sed at  t he s i ze of  t he di ver se and 

i nt er gener at i onal  cr owd.   I  r ecogni zed l ess t han hal f  of  t he 

f aces I  saw;  t hose bel onged t o f r i ends and acquai nt ances 

i nvol ved wi t h a br oad ar r ay of  soci al  and ecol ogi cal  j ust i ce 

st r uggl es.   I  was not  i mmedi at el y abl e t o account  f or  

ever yone el se’ s pr esence,  whi ch became a subj ect  of  

di scussi on at  t he Soci et y ’ s next  meet i ng.   Wher e di d t hese 

peopl e come f r om?  Wer e t he young ones Zi nn’ s st udent s?  

Wer e t he ol der  ones t he Dant e’ s r egul ar  cr owd,  i nt er est ed i n 

al l  t hi ngs I t al i an?  Wer e t he mi ddl e- aged ones t he 

ar chet ypi cal  Zi nn- l ovi ng Cambr i dge l i ber al s?  Di d t hey r ead 

about  t he event  on Zi nn’ s websi t e,  or  i n t he Gl obe or  t he 

Ti mes?  Di d t hey come f or  an oppor t uni t y t o hear  t he 

                     
1 Howar d Zi nn l ect ur e,  ‘ The Meani ng of  Sacco and Vanzet t i , ’  
November  7,  2008.   Ret r i eved November  21,  2008,  v i deo avai l abl e 
f r om ht t p: / / saccoandvanzet t i . or g/ z i nn_11- 7- 08. wmv   
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l egendar y,  agi ng hi st or i an speak or  di d t hey come because of  

a pr i or  i nt er est  i n Sacco and Vanzet t i ?  Whoever  t hey wer e,  

t hey had packed t he Dant e f or  t he f i r st  t i me i n year s on 

account  of  t wo dead anar chi st s and a l egal  case over  ei ght y 

year s ol d.  

I n May 1920,  pol i ce ar r est ed I t al i an i mmi gr ant  wor ker s 

and anar chi st s Ni col a Sacco and Bar t ol omeo Vanzet t i ,  

quest i oni ng t hem about  t hei r  c i t i zenshi p and t hei r  

r adi cal i sm.   The t wo wer e char ged,  hel d,  t r i ed,  convi ct ed 

and sent enced t o deat h.   They wer e accused of  t he mur der s of  

a paymast er  and hi s secur i t y guar d dur i ng a payr ol l  r obber y 

t hat  many bel i eve t hey di d not  commi t .   Publ i c opi ni on on 

t he case was pol ar i zed.   Even bef or e Cel est i no Madei r os,  a 

known cr i mi nal  and member  of  a gang speci al i z i ng i n ar med 

r obber y,  conf essed t o hi s par t i c i pat i on i n t he cr i me and t he 

absence of  Sacco and Vanzet t i  f r om i t ,  t he evi dence agai nst  

t he def endant s was shaky.   Bot h had mul t i pl e al i bi s,  but  t he 

wi t nesses account i ng f or  t hei r  wher eabout s dur i ng t he cr i me,  

wor ker s who wer e not  nat i ve speaker s of  Engl i sh,  wer e mocked 

and di smi ssed as l i ar s by t he cour t .   The ant i - i mmi gr ant ,  

ant i - anar chi st  pr ej udi ce of  t he j udge,  j ur y and pr osecut i on 

al i ke was pr of ound.   Judge Webst er  Thayer ,  who not  onl y 

t r i ed t he t wo,  but  pr esi ded over  and gl eef ul l y  deni ed al l  

mot i ons f or  a new t r i al ,  was quot ed as cal l i ng t he t wo 

‘ anar chi st i c  bast ar ds. ’ 2  One of  t he j ur or s,  i n conver sat i on 

wi t h a f r i end who bel i eved t he pai r  t o be i nnocent ,  snapped,  
                     
2 Paul  Avr i ch,  Sacco and Vanzet t i :  t he Anar chi st  Backgr ound 
( Pr i ncet on,  N. J. :  Pr i ncet on Uni ver si t y Pr ess,  1991) ,  3.  
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‘ Damn t hem,  t hey ought  t o hang anyway! ’ 3  The pr osecut i on 

r egul ar l y dwel l ed on t he c i t i zenshi p and r adi cal i sm of  t he 

def endant s,  f act or s t hat  had l i t t l e t o do wi t h a wel l -

or chest r at ed payr ol l  r obber y i n Sout h Br ai nt r ee,  

Massachuset t s.   

The cause of  Sacco and Vanzet t i  became known ar ound t he 

wor l d,  set t i ng of f  pr ot est s,  st r i kes and r i ot s f r om Chi cago 

t o Buenos Ai r es t o New Yor k t o Johannesbur g t o Par i s t o 

Tokyo,  pr essur i ng t he gover nor  of  Massachuset t s t o cal l  of f  

t he execut i on.   Never t hel ess,  shor t l y  af t er  mi dni ght  on 

August  23,  1927 i n Char l est own St at e Pr i son,  t he 

Commonweal t h of  Massachuset t s put  Ni col a Sacco and 

Bar t ol omeo Vanzet t i  t o deat h i n t he el ect r i c  chai r ,  endi ng 

t hei r  seven- year  i mpr i sonment .   Thei r  t r i al ,  r i ddl ed as i t  

was wi t h pr ej udi ce,  i s  wi del y consi der ed t o be one of  t he 

gr eat est  mi scar r i ages of  j ust i ce i n Amer i can hi st or y.   The 

t wo condemned anar chi st s ar e of t en i nvoked as a symbol  of  

pr ot est  agai nst  t he i nequi t y of  Amer i can soci et y and i t s 

cr i mi nal  j ust i ce syst em,  i nspi r i ng wor ks of  dr ama,  ar t ,  and 

musi c f r om t he t i me of  t hei r  execut i on t o t he pr esent .   One 

such wor k,  a bas- r el i ef  by t he f amous scul pt or  Gut zon 

Bor gl um,  was pr esent ed f or  per manent ,  publ i c di spl ay on t he 

Bost on Common t o t he gover nment s of  t he Ci t y of  Bost on and 

t he Commonweal t h of  Massachuset t s on t he 10 t h,  20 t h and 30 t h 

anni ver sar i es of  t he execut i on.   Each t i me,  t he wor k and i t s 

subj ect s wer e deni ed t he use of  publ i c space i n Bost on.   
                     
3 Br uce Wat son,  Sacco and Vanzet t i :  The Men,  t he Mur der s,  and t he 
Judgment  of  Manki nd ( New Yor k:  Vi k i ng,  2007) ,  249.  



 5 

Then,  on t he 50 t h anni ver sar y i n 1977,  Gover nor  Dukaki s 

i ssued a pr ocl amat i on t hat  t he t wo had not  r ecei ved a f ai r  

t r i al  and t hat  ‘ any st i gma and di sgr ace shoul d be f or ever  

r emoved f r om t hei r  names. ’   On t he 70 t h anni ver sar y of  t he 

execut i on i n 1997,  Mayor  Meni no of  Bost on and act i ng 

Gover nor  Cel l ucci  of  Massachuset t s met  i n t he Bost on Publ i c 

l i br ar y and,  r epeat i ng t he asser t i on t hat  Sacco and Vanzet t i  

had not  r ecei ved a f ai r  t r i al  due t o t he bi as agai nst  t hem,  

f or mal l y ‘ accept ed’  Bor gl um’ s bas- r el i ef ,  announci ng t he 

i nt ent  of  t he c i t y t o cast  t he ar t wor k i n br onze and pl ace 

i t  out door s i n a mor e publ i c pl ace by t he year  2000. 4  As of  

t hi s wr i t i ng,  t he bas- r el i ef  r emai ns i ndoor s.  

 

‘ � � � � � �
 �� � �
 � � � � �� � �� �  … Just  a coupl e of  wops i n a j am. ’  
– c i t y edi t or  of  t he New Yor k Cal l . 5 

Gar ner i ng publ i c i t y f or  t he cause of  t he condemned 

wor ker s began as an uphi l l  bat t l e,  a bat t l e f ought  by t he 

Sacco- Vanzet t i  Def ense Commi t t ee.   The gr oup,  made up of  t he 

co- def endant s’  f r i ends and comr ades,  had f or med shor t l y  

af t er  t he I t al i an i mmi gr ant s wer e ar r est ed i n May 1920.   

Wel l - or gani zed and hi ghl y ef f i c i ent ,  t he Commi t t ee’ s wor k 

i nt ensi f i ed so t hat  by 1925,  t hey had moved t o a 2nd f l oor  

of f i ce at  256 Hanover  St r eet  i n Bost on’ s Nor t h End,  t hen t he 

epi cent er  of  wor ki ng c l ass I t al i an l i f e.   Wi t h a br oad and 

ever  r ot at i ng cast  of  char act er s,  t he Def ense Commi t t ee 

                     
4 Thomas Gr i l l o,  “ Scul pt ur e t o r emi nd of  Sacco,  Vanzet t i , ”  The 
Bost on Gl obe,  August  20,  1997.  
5 Br uce Wat son,  Sacco and Vanzet t i :  The Men,  t he Mur der s,  and t he 
Judgment  of  Manki nd ( New Yor k:  Vi k i ng,  2007) ,  56.  
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ser ved as a c l ear i nghouse f or  i nf or mat i on and agi t at i on,  

i nt er nat i onal  out r each,  a massi ve l egal  def ense f und,  and 

cor r espondence wi t h i ndi v i dual s and i nst i t ut i ons al i ke.   The 

dr i v i ng f or ce of  t he Commi t t ee was al ways i t s t r easur er ,  

anar chi st  Al di no Fel i cani .  ‘ Fr i endl y,  open,  and gui l el ess, ’ 6 

Al di no Fel i cani  ‘ t al ked t o ever ybody,  l i s t ened t o ever ybody,  

l ear ned f r om ever ybody. ’ 7  An i mmi gr ant  hi msel f  and a 

pr i nt er  by t r ade,  Fel i cani  was a c l ose per sonal  f r i end of  

Sacco and Vanzet t i .   Soci al i s t  l abor  or gani zer  Mar y Donovan 

act ed as secr et ar y,  whi l e anar chi st  shoe wor ker  Joe Mor o 

al so per f or med secr et ar i al  dut i es f or  t he Commi t t ee.   Though 

i t  was,  f r om i t s begi nni ngs,  an or gani zat i on made up of  

wor ki ng c l ass r adi cal s,  i t s  composi t i on al t er ed as t he case 

gai ned publ i c i t y.   Most  not abl y,  j our nal i st  Gar dner  Jackson,  

a l i ber al  sympat het i c t o l abor  and r adi cal  causes,  qui t  hi s 

j ob at  t he Bost on Gl obe t o wor k f ul l  t i me f or  t he Commi t t ee.   

‘ Jackson br ought  i n a r espect abl e,  soci al ,  l i ber al  el ement , ’  

Fel i cani  r ecal l ed.   ‘ We wer e now abl e t o r each peopl e we 

never  coul d have dr eamed [ of ]  r eachi ng bef or e. ’ 8  Har var d 

l aw school  pr of essor ,  l at er  Supr eme Cour t  Just i ce,  Fel i x 

Fr ankf ur t er  was so i ncensed by t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  mat t er  

t hat  he r i sked hi s car eer  and r eput at i on by not  onl y bei ng 

an out spoken publ i c f i gur e and wr i t er  on t he case,  but  by 

                     
6 Fr anci s Russel l ,  Sacco & Vanzet t i :  The Case Resol ved ( New Yor k:  
Har per  & Row,  1986) .   
7 Or est e Fabr i z i  i n Paul  Avr i ch,  Anar chi st  Voi ces:  An Or al  
Hi st or y of  Anar chi sm i n Amer i ca ( Pr i ncet on,  N. J. :  Pr i ncet on 
Uni ver si t y Pr ess,  1995) ,  140.  
8 Br uce Wat son,  Sacco and Vanzet t i :  The Men,  t he Mur der s,  and t he 
Judgment  of  Manki nd ( New Yor k:  Vi k i ng,  2007) ,  266.  
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s i gni f i cant l y f undi ng and advi s i ng t he Commi t t ee’ s wor k.   

Despi t e al l  t hei r  ef f or t s,  t he Def ense Commi t t ee ul t i mat el y 

di d not  pr event  t he execut i on of  Sacco and Vanzet t i .   

Not wi t hst andi ng t hi s cr ushi ng def eat ,  t hei r  wor k on behal f  

of  t he anar chi st  wor ker s was not  over  i n 1927.  

 

I  do not  r emember  when or  wher e I  f i r st  hear d of  t he 

Sacco and Vanzet t i  case,  but  I  know t hat  i t  was af t er  I  

became an anar chi st  mysel f .   The mor e I  l ear ned about  t he 

case,  t he mor e i nf ur i at ed,  di sappoi nt ed and unsur pr i sed I  

was t hat  an epi sode so cent r al  t o 20 t h cent ur y wor l d hi st or y 

coul d be obscur ed and f or got t en,  l ef t  out  of  t ext books,  kept  

out  of  c l assr ooms and out  of  t he publ i c memor y of  my 

gener at i on,  especi al l y  when i t s l essons ar e j ust  as r el evant  

now as t hey wer e 80 year s ago.   I mmi gr ant  wor ker s ar e st i l l  

scapegoat ed f or  t he nat i on’ s soci al  and economi c i l l s ,  

di scr i mi nat ed agai nst ,  r ounded up,  det ai ned and depor t ed i n 

t he name of  nat i onal  secur i t y.   The st at e i s st i l l  acut el y 

i nt er est ed i n pr e- empt i ve r epr essi on of  di ssent ,  r ecent l y 

seen i n t he case of  t he RNC 8 i n t he Twi n Ci t i es,  who,  f or  

t he cr i me of  or gani z i ng f ood,  housi ng and ot her  l ogi st i cs 

f or  pr ot est or s,  ar e each char ged wi t h f our  conspi r at or i al  

f el ony count s,  t wo of  whi ch have t er r or i sm enhancement s. 9  

The over whel mi ng maj or i t y of  devel oped nat i ons have 

abol i shed t he deat h penal t y;  i t s  r et ent i on i n t he U. S.  keeps 

t he Uni t ed St at es i n al ar mi ngl y poor  company wi t h ot her  

                     
9 For  i nf or mat i on and news on t hei r  pl i ght ,  see ht t p: / / r nc8. or g/  
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count r i es not or i ous f or  human r i ght s abuses.   And so i t  came 

t o pass i n spr i ng 2007 t hat  Bost on’ s young,  hi st or i cal l y  

mi nded anar chi st s j oi ned f or ces wi t h a br oader ,  

i nt er gener at i onal  coal i t i on of  communi t y,  l abor  and 

i mmi gr ant  r i ght s or gani zer s,  anar chi st  hi st or i ans,  

ar chi v i st s and act i v i st s t o cr eat e t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  

Commemor at i on Soci et y.   For  t wo year s,  we have been 

or gani z i ng annual  mar ches and event s i n memor y of  our  t wo 

mar t yr ed comr ades.   I n December  2007 we r epl aced a pl aque at  

256 Hanover  St r eet  t o t he Sacco- Vanzet t i  Def ense Commi t t ee 

t hat  had been put  up i n 1976 and r emoved by unknown hands i n 

t he 1980s.   We have al so been wor ki ng wi t h t he c i t y t o make 

t he l ong- pr omi sed publ i c memor i al  t o Sacco and Vanzet t i  a 

r eal i t y .   Thr ough wor ki ng wi t h hi st or i ans who have dedi cat ed 

year s of  t hei r  l i ves t o t he st udy of  t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  

case,  I  came t o l ear n t hat  t he Soci et y was not  f i r st  i n 

demandi ng of f i c i al  r ecogni t i on and r epar at i on f or  t he wr ongs 

commi t t ed agai nst  t he t wo i mmi gr ant s;  t he st r uggl e t o 

memor i al i ze t he t wo wor ker s began shor t l y  af t er  t he el ect r i c  

chai r  t ook t hei r  l i ves.  

 

The Sacco- Vanzet t i  Def ense Commi t t ee met  August  31,  

1927,  a week and a day af t er  t he execut i on of  t hei r  

comr ades,  t o out l i ne t hei r  f ut ur e wor k.   The meet i ng’ s 

mi nut es out l i ne a f i ve- poi nt  pl an,  t he l ast  of  whi ch i s 

‘ Memor i al  t o Sacco and Vanzet t i . ’ 10  Yet  when t he Def ense 

                     
10 Mi nut es of  t he Sacco- Vanzet t i  Def ense Commi t t ee,  August  31 
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Commi t t ee’ s Sept ember  1927 bul l et i n was pr i nt ed,  t he f i f t h 

poi nt  was changed t o ‘ Gener al l y  pr ocl ai mi ng t he v i ndi cat i on 

of  Sacco and Vanzet t i . ’ 11  Si mi l ar l y,  t he Ci t i zens Nat i onal  

Commi t t ee f or  Sacco and Vanzet t i ,  a gr oup of  af f l uent  

l i ber al s oper at i ng i n New Yor k Ci t y,  out l i ned t hei r  post -

execut i on pl an i n s i x poi nt s,  t he s i xt h bei ng ‘ To cr eat e a 

memor i al  f or  Sacco and Vanzet t i . ’ 12  The Def ense Commi t t ee,  

r ecei v i ng wor d of  t hese pl ans,  f ound t he f i r st  f i ve poi nt s 

obj ect i onabl e enough t o send t wo of  i t s  member s,  Mar y 

Donovan and l abor  or gani zer  Power s Hapgood,  t o t he November  

7,  1927 meet i ng of  t he Ci t i zens Nat i onal  Commi t t ee.   

Expl ai ni ng t he obj ect i ons of  t he Def ense Commi t t ee,  Bost on’ s 

br oader  r adi cal  communi t y and t he f ami l i es of  t he condemned 

wor ker s,  t he r esul t  of  t hi s meet i ng was an ent i r el y 

di f f er ent  f i ve- poi nt  pl an f or  t he gr oup,  whi ch al so changed 

i t s name t o t he Sacco- Vanzet t i  Nat i onal  League.   Though i t  

was not  a poi nt  t o whi ch t he Def ense Commi t t ee obj ect ed,  t he 

new f i ve- poi nt  pl an omi t t ed ment i on of  a memor i al . 13 

Meanwhi l e,  Bost on’ s weal t hi er  suppor t er s of  Sacco and 

Vanzet t i ,  Gar dner  Jackson and Fel i x Fr ankf ur t er ,  wer e 
                                                             
1927.  Fel i cani ,   
( Al di no)  Sacco and Vanzet t i  Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and 
Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y,  Bost on.  
11 The Of f i c i al  Bul l et i n of  t he Sacco- Vanzet t i  Def ense Commi t t ee,  
Sept ember  1927,  page 5.   Fel i cani ,  ( Al di no)  Sacco and Vanzet t i  
Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y,  
Bost on.  
12 Ci t i zens Nat i onal  Commi t t ee f or  Sacco and Vanzet t i ,  August  23,  
1927.   St at ement .  Fr anci s Russel l  Col l ect i on,  Rober t  D.  Far ber  
Uni ver si t y Ar chi ves and Speci al  Col l ect i ons Depar t ment ,  Br andei s 
Uni ver si t y Li br ar i es.  
13 Sacco- Vanzet t i  Nat i onal  League,  7 November  1927.   Meet i ng 
mi nut es.   Fr anci s Russel l  Col l ect i on,  Rober t  D.  Far ber  Uni ver si t y 
Ar chi ves and Speci al  Col l ect i ons Depar t ment ,  Br andei s Uni ver si t y 
Li br ar i es.  



 10 

concoct i ng t hei r  own memor i al  t o t he dead.  They envi s i oned a 

House of  Fr ee Speech or  Fr eedom House i n memor y of  Sacco and 

Vanzet t i  f or  l i ber al  or gani z i ng,  meet i ng and l ect ur i ng.   I t  

was t o be est abl i shed on Beacon Hi l l  behi nd t he 

Massachuset t s St at e House and opened on t he 1- year  

anni ver sar y of  t he execut i on.   Desi r i ng a l ar ge pi ece of  

ar t wor k t o go over  t he f r ont  ent r ance,  t hey sought  out  

scul pt or  Gut zon Bor gl um,  cr eat or  of  Mt .  Rushmor e,  and 

l ongt i me f r i end of  Fr ankf ur t er .   Fr ankf ur t er  was dubi ous as 

t o how wi l l i ng Bor gl um woul d be t o memor i al i ze t wo i mmi gr ant  

r adi cal s,  gi ven t he scul pt or ’ s ext r eme pat r i ot i sm and hi s 

f or mer  associ at i on wi t h t he Ku Kl ux Kl an. 14  Af t er  meet i ng 

wi t h Jackson,  Fr ankf ur t er  and Fel i cani , 15 however ,  Bor gl um 

became convi nced of  t he i nnocence of  Sacco and Vanzet t i ,  

wr i t i ng t o Jackson,  

 
I f  t wo i nnocent  men have been el ect r ocut ed under  or der  
of  t he Amer i can cour t s,  much as I  l ove my count r y and 
al ways shal l ,  above any and al l  t hi ngs … I  wi l l  do 
anyt hi ng I  can t o make t he mar t yr dom of  t hese men a 
bur ni ng,  l i v i ng pr ot est  agai nst  t he i nj ust i ce 
pr act i ced i n t he name of  moder n j ur i spr udence! 16 

 
Ref usi ng pay f or  hi s l abor ,  Bor gl um met  t he deadl i ne and 

sent  a pl ast er  dr af t  of  hi s wor k t o Bost on f or  t he Sacco-

Vanzet t i  Memor i al  Commi t t ee’ s 1- year  commemor at i ve event .   

                     
14 Howar d Shaf f  and Audr ey Kar l  Shaf f ,  Si x War s at  a Ti me:  The 
Li f e and Ti mes of  Gut zon Bor gl um,  Scul pt or  of  Mount  Rushmor e 
( Si oux Fal l s,  S. D. :  Cent er  f or  West er n St udi es,  August ana 
Col l ege,  1985) ,  5- 6.  
15 Mar y Bor gl um t o Pr of .  G.  Loui s Joughi n,  June 4,  1944.   The 
Bor gl um Ar chi ves,  Cor pus Chr i st i ,  TX.  
16 Howar d Shaf f  and Audr ey Kar l  Shaf f ,  Si x War s at  a Ti me:  The 
Li f e and Ti mes of  Gut zon Bor gl um,  Scul pt or  of  Mount  Rushmor e 
( Si oux Fal l s,  S. D. :  Cent er  f or  West er n St udi es,  August ana 
Col l ege,  1985) ,  252.  
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The Memor i al  Commi t t ee was a pr est i gi ous assembl age of  

swel l s pl us Al di no Fel i cani .   Toget her  t hey ar r anged f or  a 

di st i ngui shed l i ne- up of  speaker s and at t r act ed 2, 000 peopl e 

t o t he ‘ or der l y ’ 17 meet i ng on August  23,  1928.   El i zabet h 

Gl endower  Evans unvei l ed Bor gl um’ s 3. 5’  x 7’  bas- r el i ef  at  

t he concl usi on of  t he event  i n Bost on,  hel d at  t he Sceni c 

Audi t or i um on 12 Ber kel ey St r eet .   Af t er war ds,  t he pl ast er  

wor k was pl aced i n st or age.  

 
� � 	� 
��� � ���  � ! ���� 

� ��� ��� �" ��

�" � � �� �

As f or  what  became of  t he Fr eedom House,  i t  i s  l i ke so 

many myst er i es sur r oundi ng t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  case.   The 

mi nut es of  t he execut i ve commi t t ee of  New Yor k Ci t y ’ s Sacco 

                     
17 “ MOURN SACCO AND VANZETTI ;  Two Thousand At t end Or der l y 
Memor i al  Meet i ng i n Bost on, ”  New Yor k Ti mes,  August  24,  1928.  
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Vanzet t i  Nat i onal  League f r om Oct ober  3,  1928 r el ay t hat  

Gar dner  Jackson had acqui r ed t he t i t l e t o t he bui l di ng on 

Beacon Hi l l  f or  $16, 000 and t hat  t he cost  of  r emodel i ng 

woul d amount  t o an addi t i onal  $15- 20, 000.   The mi nut es go on 

t o r el ay t hat  ‘ t he Bost on gr oup have $12, 000 on hand,  and 

pl an t o cover  t he bal ance of  $4, 000 wi t h mor t gages. ’ 18  On 

December  18,  1929,  t he secr et ar y of  t he Nat i onal  League 

wr ot e t o Gar dner  Jackson,  t hanki ng hi m f or  ‘ t he f ul l  r epor t  

on t he house, ’  descr i bi ng i t  as ‘ cor ki ng’  and assur i ng 

Jackson t hat  ‘ we wi l l  sur el y be abl e t o do somet hi ng about  

i t . ’ 19  The Apr i l  4,  1930 mi nut es of  t he League’ s execut i ve 

commi t t ee not e t hat ,  ‘ whi l e t he commi t t ee agr eed t hat  i t  was 

desi r abl e t hat  t he pl ans f or  t he house shoul d pr oceed and 

t hat  i t  shoul d be owned by t he League,  no def i ni t e act i on 

was t aken. ’ 20  I n 1947,  descr i bi ng t he pl ans,  t he Bost on 

Her al d r emar ked t hat  i t  had ‘ f ai l ed t o mat er i al i ze. ’ 21  

Bor gl um’ s bi ogr apher  st at es t hat  t he c i t y r ef used t o i ssue 

t he necessar y per mi t s. 22  St i l l  ot her  sour ces c l ai m t he 

                     
18 Sacco- Vanzet t i  Nat i onal  League,  Oct ober  3,  1928.   Execut i ve 
Commi t t ee Meet i ng Mi nut es.  Fr anci s Russel l  Col l ect i on,  Rober t  D.  
Far ber  Uni ver si t y Ar chi ves and Speci al  Col l ect i ons Depar t ment ,  
Br andei s Uni ver si t y Li br ar i es.  
19 Hunt l ey,  Mar gar et  S.  t o Gar dner  Jackson,  December  18,  1929.  
Fr anci s Russel l  Col l ect i on,  Rober t  D.  Far ber  Uni ver si t y Ar chi ves 
and Speci al  Col l ect i ons Depar t ment ,  Br andei s Uni ver si t y 
Li br ar i es.  
20 Sacco- Vanzet t i  Nat i onal  League,  Apr i l  4,  1930.   Execut i ve 
Commi t t ee Meet i ng Mi nut es.  Fr anci s Russel l  Col l ect i on,  Rober t  D.  
Far ber  Uni ver si t y Ar chi ves and Speci al  Col l ect i ons Depar t ment ,  
Br andei s Uni ver si t y Li br ar i es.  
21 “ Ask Sacco- Vanzet t i  Memor i al , ”  Bost on Sunday Her al d,  August  
24,  1947.  
22 Howar d Shaf f  and Audr ey Kar l  Shaf f ,  Si x War s at  a Ti me:  The 
Li f e and Ti mes of  Gut zon Bor gl um,  Scul pt or  of  Mount  Rushmor e 
( Si oux Fal l s,  S. D. :  Cent er  f or  West er n St udi es,  August ana 
Col l ege,  1985) ,  252.  
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pr oj ect  f el l  t hr ough due t o l ack of  f unds.   I  was not  abl e 

t o det er mi ne when,  why or  by whom t he pl ans f or  t he Fr eedom 

House wer e hal t ed,  t hough I  am i ncl i ned t o bel i eve t hat  t he 

c i t y deni ed t he per mi t s,  as t her e was no shor t age of  

i nt er est  or  money f or  t he pr oj ect .  

Whi l e t he pl ans f or  t he doomed Fr eedom House wer e st i l l  

i n t he wor ks,  t he Sacco- Vanzet t i  Memor i al  Commi t t ee r an i nt o 

t r oubl e f or  t hei r  second anni ver sar y memor i al  event .   The 

Sceni c Audi t or i um,  wher e t hei r  f i r st  anni ver sar y meet i ng was 

hel d,  was badl y damaged by f i r e.   The Sceni c Audi t or i um was 

t he onl y venue i n t own whose owner ,  hi msel f  an i mmi gr ant ,  

woul d st and up t o soci al ,  economi c and const abul ar y t hr eat s 

and al l ow t he Memor i al  Commi t t ee t o use t he space.   On 

August  7,  1929,  t he Commi t t ee r an an adver t i sement  on t he 

f r ont  pages of  t he Bost on Her al d,  t he Bost on Tr avel er  and 

t he Bost on Post  l i s t i ng t he names and af f i l i at i ons of  i t s  

most  est eemed speaker s,  aski ng i f  t he c i t i zens of  Bost on 

shoul d f ear  t he wor ds of  such r espect ed i nt el l ect ual s.   The 

ad went  on t o descr i be t he s i t uat i on i n whi ch t he Commi t t ee 

f ound t hemsel ves.   Thei r  appl i cat i ons had been r ej ect ed f r om 

mor e t han 35 hot el s,  t heat er s and hal l s wi t h capaci t y of  

1, 000 or  mor e,  i ncl udi ng Faneui l  Hal l ,  ot her wi se known as 

t he Cr adl e of  Li ber t y,  and t he Ol d Sout h Meet i ng House,  

r eput edl y a haven f or  unor t hodox and unpopul ar  i deas.   A 

week l at er ,  t hei r  cal l  unanswer ed,  t hey announced t o t hei r  
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mai l i ng l i s t  t hat  t hey wer e goi ng t o be hol di ng t hei r  

memor i al  event  at  Town Hal l  i n New Yor k Ci t y. 23 

I  f ound no r ecor d of  a 1930 commemor at i ve event ,  t hough 

a 1931 4 t h anni ver sar y meet i ng was hel d,  i nt r i gui ngl y,  at  t he 

Ol d Sout h Meet i ng House.   As Gar dner  Jackson r ecal l ed,  t he 

most  gener ous of f er  t he Ol d Sout h had made pr evi ousl y was 

t hat  of  $25 t o r ent  a vacant  l ot .   Shoul d t he pol i ce di sr upt  

t he meet i ng i n t he l ot ,  t he Ol d Sout h woul d al l ow t he 

Memor i al  Commi t t ee t o meet  t o pr ot est  t he di sr upt i on of  

t hei r  meet i ng. 24  Despi t e per si st ent  conf l i c t  i n obt ai ni ng 

venues,  t hese annual  memor i al  meet i ngs cont i nued,  t hough 

wi t h l essened at t endance and di mi ni shed vi gor  i n t hei r  

pl anni ng,  unt i l  1934.  

 
#�� � $�� �� ���� ��%� �	$� � &
�' � 
(��$������ �' �� � � ����� � � ���
� �� ���� ��� � ��� �� � � �� � � � ������ � � � �� � �� ��� � �� � ����� ��

Bor gl um had compl et ed hi s bas- r el i ef  of  Sacco and 

Vanzet t i  i n br onze by 1930 i n a speci al  al l oy t hat  was bot h 

                     
23 Ci r cul ar  l et t er  f r om t he Sacco- Vanzet t i  Memor i al  Commi t t ee,  
August  13,  1929.   
Fel i cani ,  ( Al di no)  Sacco and Vanzet t i  Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and 
Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y,  Bost on.  
24 Gar dner  Jackson,  Esq.  addr ess at  Town Hal l  i n New Yor k Ci t y,  
August  23,  1929.  Fel i cani ,  ( Al di no)  Sacco and Vanzet t i  
Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y,  
Bost on.  
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bul l et  pr oof  and ‘ axe pr oof . ’ 25  Thi s ver si on was s l i ght l y 

di f f er ent  f r om t he f i r st  dr af t ,  a pl ast er  cast  of  whi ch had 

been sent  t o Bost on t wo year s ear l i er .   Concept ual l y i t  was 

t he same i mage,  showi ng t he t wo men i n pr of i l e conf r ont ed by 

an ar m hol di ng t he scal es of  j ust i ce wi t h ‘ ar chai c l aw’  

out wei ghi ng ‘ j ust i ce, ’  accompani ed by a quot e f r om 

Bar t ol omeo Vanzet t i .   The mai n v i sual  di f f er ence was t hat  

t he new ver si on had l eaves br eaki ng up what  was negat i ve 

space i n t he f i r st .   Yet  wi t h t he Fr eedom House doomed,  

t her e was nowher e f or  t he br onze r el i ef  t o go,  r el egat i ng i t  

t o st or age at  t he f oundr y. 26 

For  t he 10 t h anni ver sar y of  t he execut i on,  Bor gl um’ s 

bas- r el i ef  was back i n t he news.   On August  22nd 1937,  Mayor  

Mansf i el d and Gover nor  Hur l ey r ecei ved i dent i cal  l et t er s 

f r om t he ol d guar d of  t he Sacco- Vanzet t i  Def ense Commi t t ee.   

Cal l i ng i t  ‘ a symbol  by whi ch t he peopl e of  our  st at e may be 

const ant l y war ned i n t he decades t o come, ’  t he l et t er  gi f t ed 

Bor gl um’ s bas- r el i ef  t o be pl aced upon Bost on Common.   The 

l et t er  was s i gned Al di no Fel i cani ,  Gar dner  Jackson,  Mar y 

Donovan,  Power s Hapgood and Mi chael  Fl aher t y. 27  I n 

st at ement s t o t he pr ess,  t he i ncr edul ous pol i t i c i ans,  

nei t her  of  whom had r ead t he Commi t t ee’ s l et t er ,  decl ar ed 

t hat  t he i dea was out s i de bot h t hei r  j ur i sdi ct i on and t hei r  

                     
25 “ Ask Sacco- Vanzet t i  Memor i al , ”  Bost on Sunday Her al d,  August  
24,  1947.  
26 Mar y Bor gl um t o Pr of .  G.  Loui s Joughi n,  June 4,  1944.   The 
Bor gl um Ar chi ves,  Cor pus Chr i st i ,  TX.  
27 Al di no Fel i cani ,  Gar dner  Jackson et  al .  t o Gover nor  Hur l ey.   
August  22,  1937.  Fel i cani ,  ( Al di no)  Sacco and Vanzet t i  
Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y,  
Bost on.  
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appr oval .   Sai d Mayor  Mansf i el d,  ‘ Such a pr oposal  mi ght  have 

t o go bef or e t he counci l .   I f  I  have f i nal  say on t he 

mat t er ,  however ,  i t  has no possi bl e chance of  accept ance. ’ 28  

Si mi l ar l y,  Gover nor  Hur l ey at t r i but ed r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  

publ i c ar t  appr oval  t o anot her  depar t ment  and opi ned t hat  

t he Def ense Commi t t ee’ s gest ur e was ‘ pat ent l y absur d. ’ 29 

Thi s was not  t he onl y t i me Hur l ey woul d publ i c l y 

denounce Sacco and Vanzet t i  and t hei r  sympat hi zer s.   The WPA 

Gui de t o Massachuset t s had been r el eased f our  days ear l i er  

on August  19,  1937.   I t s  di scussi on of  t he i mmi gr ant  

wor ker s’  case caused an upr oar i ous cont r over sy t o er upt  i n 

t he pr ess and among many Bost oni ans.   The Gover nor  r esponded 

by del i ver i ng ant i - i mmi gr ant ,  ant i - r adi cal  t i r ades,  

v i l i f y i ng t he Gui de and i t s cr eat or s. 30  Even bef or e Hur l ey 

began hi s publ i c at t acks,  Roger  N.  Bal dwi n of  t he ACLU 

comment ed,  ‘ The f uss over  t he st at ement  i n t he WPA Gui de 

Book st r i kes an out s i der  as nonsensi cal ,  f or  t he Gui de Book 

mer el y cr edi t ed di sbel i ef  i n t he gui l t  of  Sacco and Vanzet t i  

t o “ many peopl e. ” ’ 31 

Bor gl um di ed i n 1941.   I n 1943,  t he war  ef f or t  needed 

t he space i n t he f oundr y t hat  was occupi ed by hi s bas-

                     
28 I bi d.  
29 “ Of f er  of  Sacco- Vanzet t i  Memor i al  i s Scout ed by Gover nor  and 
Mayor , ”  The Bost on Her al d,  August  23,  1937.  
30 Chr i st i ne Bol d,  " ©St ar i ng t he wor l d i n t he f ace©:  Sacco and 
Vanzet t i  i n t he WPA Gui de t o Massachuset t s, "  The Massachuset t s 
Hi st or i cal  Revi ew NA 2003.   Ret r i eved November  21,  2008,  
avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / www. hi st or ycooper at i ve. or g/ j our nal s/ mhr / 5/ bol d. ht ml   
31 Roger  N.  Bal dwi n of  t he Amer i can Ci vi l  Li ber t i es Uni on,  
“ St at ement , ”  August  23,  1937.  Fel i cani ,  ( Al di no)  Sacco and 
Vanzet t i  Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on Publ i c 
Li br ar y,  Bost on.  



 17 

r el i ef .   The pi ece was moved t o Bor gl um’ s st udi o i n Nor t h 

St amf or d,  Connect i cut  and appear ed i n t he news agai n on t he 

20 t h anni ver sar y of  Sacco and Vanzet t i ’ s  execut i on.   The bas-

r el i ef  was once mor e pr esent ed t o t he l ocal  gover nment s f or  

pl acement  on Bost on Common,  but  j oi ni ng t he ol d guar d of  t he 

Def ense Commi t t ee i n wr i t i ng t o Gover nor  Br adf or d wer e 150 

‘ pr omi nent  Amer i cans’ 32 among t hem El eanor  Roosevel t ,  Al ber t  

Ei nst ei n and r epr esent at i ves of  I vy League uni ver si t i es.   

These had al l  s i gned a 2, 500 wor d mani f est o whi ch,   

on t he basi s of  i t s sponsor s and cont ent  i s l ooked on 
as a mani f est o of  Amer i can l i ber al s even mor e t han as 
a memor i al  t o Sacco and Vanzet t i .   I t  at t empt s t o 
char t  a cour se mi dway bet ween communi sm on t he one 
hand and t he cur r ent  wave of  ant i - Communi st  sent i ment  
on t he ot her . 33 

 
 Accor di ng t o a Sept ember  9t h t el egr am Gar dner  Jackson 

sent  t o Mar y Bor gl um,  t he scul pt or ’ s wi dow who was acut el y 

i nt er est ed i n bei ng r el i eved of  t he massi ve pl aque,  an 

appoi nt ment  was secur ed wi t h Gover nor  Br adf or d.  34  

Never t hel ess,  on Oct ober  4,  1947,  Br adf or d announced t o t he 

pr ess hi s r ej ect i on of  t he ar t wor k,  c i t i ng i t  as out s i de hi s 

j ur i sdi ct i on as wel l  as sayi ng t hat  he saw ‘ no usef ul  

pur pose i n st i r r i ng up t he bi t t er  passi ons and pr ej udi ces of  

20 year s ago,  par t i cul ar l y at  a t i me when t he wor l d i s  

st r i v i ng f or  uni t y,  not  di scor d. ’ � �  

                     
32 “ Ask Sacco- Vanzet t i  Memor i al , ”  Bost on Sunday Her al d,  August  
24,  1947.  
33 I bi d.  
34 Gar dner  Jackson t o Mar y Bor gl um,  Sept ember  9,  1947.   The 
Bor gl um Ar chi ves,  Cor pus Chr i st i ,  TX.  
35 “ Sacco and Vanzet t i  Memor i al  Of f er  Lef t  Open Despi t e Br adf or d 
Rej ect i on, ”  The Chr i st i an Sci ence Moni t or ,  Oct ober  4,  1947.  
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Mar y Bor gl um di ed i n August  1955.   By t he t i me her  

sur vi v i ng f ami l y went  t o sor t  out  t he cont ent s of  Gut zon 

Bor gl um’ s st udi o a mont h l at er ,  t hey di scover ed t hat  t he 

space had been vandal i zed r epeat edl y.   Fi ndi ng t he br onze 

bas- r el i ef  of  Sacco and Vanzet t i ,  t he scul pt or ’ s son Li ncol n 

Bor gl um cont act ed Fel i x Fr ankf ur t er ,  now a Supr eme Cour t  

j ust i ce,  who col dl y i nsi st ed t hat  he ‘ di d not  commi ssi on i t ’  

and ‘ coul d not  hel p wi t h t he di sposi t i on of  i t . ’ 36  

Fr ankf ur t er  di d send t he not e on t o Gar dner  Jackson,  but  not  

hear i ng f r om Jackson by Febr uar y 1956,  Li ncol n Bor gl um wr ot e 

t o a cousi n who had expr essed i nt er est  i n t he pi ece,  aski ng 

$200,  ‘ wor t h $300 f or  t he br onze. ’   The check ul t i mat el y had 

t o be r et ur ned because,  t hr ough an i ncr edi bl y conf usi ng 

scuf f l e t hat  Robi n Bor gl um Car t er  was abl e t o par t i al l y  

r econst r uct  f r om l egal ,  per sonal  and busi ness 

cor r espondence,  t he br onze bas- r el i ef  had been l ost . 37  By 

t he t i me Jackson wr ot e i n August  1957 about  possi bl y havi ng 

t he pi ece i nst al l ed publ i c l y i n Bost on,  i t  was l ong gone.  

Jackson pr obabl y had not  yet  r ecei ved hi s r epl y f r om 

Li ncol n Bor gl um when,  on t he 30 t h anni ver sar y of  t he 

execut i on on August  23,  1957 he,  Fel i cani  and hi st or i an 

Ar t hur  Schl esi nger ,  Sr .  once mor e gi f t ed Bor gl um’ s bas-

r el i ef  t o t he c i t y and st at e gover nment s.   The mayor  

f or war ded t he pr oposal  t o t he Par ks & Recr eat i on Depar t ment  

whose Commi ssi oner ,  Fr ank R.  Kel l ey,  wr ot e t o Fel i cani  on 

                     
36 Car t er ,  Robi n,  “ MYSTERY, ”  emai l  message t o r esear cher  
St ephani e Schor ow,  Januar y 28,  2000.  
37 I bi d.  
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Sept ember  11,  1957,  ‘ The Boar d vot ed unani mousl y t o 

di sappr ove your  r equest . ’ 38  Whi l e i deol ogi cal l y  

di sappoi nt i ng,  l ogi st i cal l y ,  of  cour se,  t hi s was j ust  as 

wel l  gi ven t hat  t he ar t wor k was not  account ed f or .  

So what  became of  t he br onze cast  of  Bor gl um’ s bas-

r el i ef ?  Thi s,  al so,  i s  a myst er y.   Robi n Bor gl um Car t er ’ s 

f i ndi ngs poi nt  t o t he wor k bei ng st ol en,  so i t  i s  ent i r el y 

pr obabl e t hat  t he massi ve pi ece was mel t ed down f or  t he 

val uabl e br onze al l oy and sol d.   St i l l ,  ot her s hol d out  hope 

t hat  t he pl aque,  an i ncr edi bl y heavy and unwi el dy i t em,  

r emai ns i n a cr at e i n st or age i n a war ehouse or  someone’ s 

gar age.   Yet  whi l e t he f i nal  dr af t  of  Bor gl um’ s wor k i s 

l ost ,  ext ant  i n phot ogr aphs onl y ( at  l east  f or  t he t i me 

bei ng) ,  t he wor k i s not  compl et el y l ost .   One Sunday i n June 

1960,  Al di no Fel i cani  r ecei ved a v i s i t  f r om ‘ Mr .  Gr eene,  a 

gent l eman deal i ng wi t h st or age mer chandi se. ’ 39  Havi ng f ound 

t he pl ast er  dr af t  of  Bor gl um’ s wor k i n st or age,  Mr .  Gr eene,  

el sewher e r ef er r ed t o as an ‘ unknown dust man’  and an 

‘ anonymous j unkman, ’ 40 sought  out  Fel i cani  and was pai d $50 

f or  hi s ser vi ces.   Fel i cani  donat ed t he pi ece t o t he 
                     
38 Commi ssi oner  Fr ank R.  Kel l ey,  Par ks & Recr eat i on Depar t ment  t o 
Al di no Fel i cani ,  Sept ember  11,  1957.   Fel i cani ,  ( Al di no)  Sacco 
and Vanzet t i  Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on 
Publ i c Li br ar y,  Bost on.  
39 Al di no Fel i cani  t o Gar dner  Jackson,  Jul y 1,  1960.    Gar dner  
Jackson Col l ect i on,  Rober t  D.  Far ber  Uni ver si t y Ar chi ves and 
Speci al  Col l ect i ons Depar t ment ,  Br andei s Uni ver si t y Li br ar i es.  
40 Car ol  Adams and Rev.  Davi d Car ol  Ol son,  “ The Sacco- Vanzet t i  
Memor i al  Scul pt ur e, ”  Communi t y Chur ch of  Bost on websi t e.   
Ret r i eved November  21,  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / www. commchur ch. or g/ saccovanzet t i . ht m and Lesl i e Mi l l er ,  
“ Bos t on accept s Sacco and Vanzet t i  memor i al , ”  Sout h Coast  
Today,  24 August  1997.   Ret r i eved 21 November  2008,  avai l abl e 
f r om ht t p: / / ar chi ve. sout hcoast t oday. com/ dai l y/ 08- 97/ 08- 24-
97/ a03sr 012. ht m 
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Communi t y Chur ch of  Bost on,  an ‘ act i ve peace and j ust i ce 

congr egat i on’ 41 i n Copl ey Squar e,  who accept ed t he scul pt ur e 

as t hei r  al t ar pi ece ‘ on per manent  l oan. ’ 42 

 

The pol i t i cal  c l i mat e,  as i t  r el at ed t o t he l egacy of  

Sacco and Vanzet t i  i n Massachuset t s,  was st i l l  i ncr edi bl y 

host i l e i n 1959 when Repr esent at i ve Al exander  Cel l a’ s 

pet i t i on t o post humousl y par don t he condemned I t al i ans 

caused an er upt i on at  a ‘ r aucous’ 43 hear i ng.   To t he gr eat  

hor r or  and amusement  of  hi s di gni f i ed compani ons,  ant i -

f asci st  Al di no Fel i cani ,  aged 68,  hel d up a menaci ng f i s t  

and asked hi s f r i ends,  ‘ Shoul d we br eak t he meet i ng up?’ 44  A 

young l aw school  st udent  named Mi chael  Dukaki s al so at t ended 

t he hear i ng. 45  Ei ght een year s l at er ,  on t he 50 t h anni ver sar y 

of  t he execut i on i n 1977,  Dukaki s,  t hen gover nor ,  pr ocl ai med 

t hat  t he t wo wor ker s had not  r ecei ved a f ai r  t r i al  due t o 

per vasi ve ant i - i mmi gr ant ,  ant i - I t al i an,  ant i - r adi cal  bi ases.   

Whi l e t her e was backl ash agai nst  t he gover nor ’ s 

pr ocl amat i on,  t hi s nonet hel ess mar ked a t ur ni ng poi nt .   

Unf or t unat el y,  Gar dner  Jackson passed away i n 1963 and 
                     
41 Communi t y Chur ch of  Bost on websi t e,  “ About  Us. ”   Ret r i eved 
November  21,  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / communi t ychur chof bost on. or g/ home/ ?page_i d=2  
42 Car ol  Adams and Rev.  Davi d Car ol  Ol son,  “ The Sacco- Vanzet t i  
Memor i al  Scul pt ur e, ”  Communi t y Chur ch of  Bost on websi t e.   
Ret r i eved November  21,  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / www. commchur ch. or g/ saccovanzet t i . ht m  
43 Br uce Wat son,  Sacco and Vanzet t i :  The Men,  t he Mur der s,  and t he 
Judgment  of  Manki nd ( New Yor k:  Vi k i ng,  2007) ,  365.  
44 Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y,  and Paul  Avr i ch Col l ect i on ( Li br ar y of  
Congr ess) .   Sacco- Vanzet t i ,  Devel opment s and Reconsi der at i ons,  
1979:  Conf er ence Pr oceedi ngs ( Bost on:  Tr ust ees of  t he Publ i c 
Li br ar y of  t he Ci t y of  Bost on,  1982) ,  33.  
45 Br uce Wat son,  Sacco and Vanzet t i :  The Men,  t he Mur der s,  and t he 
Judgment  of  Manki nd ( New Yor k:  Vi k i ng,  2007) ,  365.  
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Al di no Fel i cani  i n 1967;  nei t her  l i ved t o see t he cause t o 

whi ch t hey had dedi cat ed much of  t hei r  l i ves v i ndi cat ed i n 

t he of f i c i al  nar r at i ve of  Massachuset t s.  

Per haps br ought  on by execut i ve acknowl edgement  of  

j udi c i al  mal ef act i on,  i n 1979 t he Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y 

cal l ed f or  a symposi um on t he case and i t s l egacy.   On t hi s 

occasi on,  t he Li br ar y f or mal l y accept ed t he mammot h 

col l ect i on of  Al di no Fel i cani ’ s paper s and r el evant  ef f ect s 

f r om hi s sons Ant eo and Ar t hur  Fel i cani ,  i ncl udi ng t he 

Bor gl um pl aque.   The Communi t y Chur ch of  Bost on was i nvi t ed 

t o par t i c i pat e and,  bef or e t he t r ansf er  of  Bor gl um’ s pl ast er  

bas- r el i ef  t o t he l i br ar y t ook pl ace,  had t hr ee met al  

cast i ngs made of  t he pi ece.   A br onze cast i ng now hangs i n 

t he Bor gl um Hi st or i cal  Cent er  i n Keyst one,  Sout h Dakot a.   An 

al umi num cast i ng hangs i n t he Gar dner  Jackson Readi ng Room 

at  Br andei s Uni ver si t y i n Wal t ham,  Massachuset t s.   The t hi r d 

cast i ng,  al so i n al umi num,  i s t he al t ar pi ece at  t he 

Communi t y Chur ch of  Bost on. 46  The 1928 pl ast er  dr af t  of  

Bor gl um’ s wor k hangs out s i de t he Rar e Books and Manuscr i pt s 

depar t ment  on t he t hi r d f l oor ,  down many a l abyr i nt hi ne hal l  

of  t he Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y.   I t  was i n t hi s cor ner  of  t he 

l i br ar y on t he 70 t h anni ver sar y of  Sacco and Vanzet t i ’ s  

execut i on t hat  t he pr ess j oi ned Mayor  Meni no and act i ng 

Gover nor  Paul  Cel l ucci  i n 1997 as t he t wo f or mal l y 

‘ accept ed’  t he scul pt ur e.  Repeat i ng t he asser t i on t hat  t he 
                     
46 Car ol  Adams and Rev.  Davi d Car ol  Ol son,  “ The Sacco- Vanzet t i  
Memor i al  Scul pt ur e, ”  Communi t y Chur ch of  Bost on websi t e.   
Ret r i eved November  21,  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / www. commchur ch. or g/ saccovanzet t i . ht m  
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anar chi st s had not  r ecei ved a f ai r  t r i al ,  t he pol i t i c i ans 

announced pl ans t o have a br onze cast i ng made and i nst al l ed 

publ i c l y i n an undet er mi ned si t e i n Bost on by t he year  2000.   

Meet i ng l i t t l e f r i c t i on, 47 t hi s t ask was or i gi nal l y  assi gned 

t o t he Br owne Tr ust  Fund,  who est i mat ed t he cost  at  $8, 000. 48  

I n Januar y 1999,  t he Bost on Gl obe r epor t ed t hat  a gr oup 

cal l i ng t hemsel ves t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  Memor i al  Commi t t ee 

was wor ki ng on havi ng a memor i al  i nst al l ed i n DeFi l l i po Par k 

i n t he Nor t h End,  a pr oj ect  appr oved by t he Par ks 

Commi ssi on.   A spokesper son f r om t he Memor i al  Commi t t ee 

est i mat ed t hat  t he pr oj ect  woul d cost  $50, 000 and t hat  

‘ sever al  t housand dol l ar s ’  had al r eady been r ai sed. 49  

Not hi ng seems t o have come of  t hese pl ans.  

I n Sept ember  2007 t he John Adams Cour t house opened an 

exhi bi t ,  ‘ The Case of  Sacco and Vanzet t i :  Just i ce on Tr i al . ’   

Fr ee and open t o t he publ i c dur i ng t he busi ness hour s of  t he 

headquar t er s of  Massachuset t s ’  j udi c i al  br anch,  t he exhi bi t  

i s  a ser i es of  pl acar ds,  phot ogr aphs and i nt er act i ve 

mul t i medi a sour ces i n a smal l  r oom det ai l i ng not  onl y t he 

var i ed aspect s of  t he case,  but  t he pr ej udi c i al  soci o-

pol i t i cal  cont ext  i n whi ch i t  occur r ed.   Put  t oget her  by a 

seni or  admi ni st r at i ve at t or ney f or  t he st at e Supr eme 

                     
47 Ci t y Counci l  Pr esi dent  James Kel l y opposed t he use of  Br owne 
f unds sayi ng,  ‘ The message [ t he scul pt ur e]  sends out  i s our  
j udi c i al  syst em j ust  doesn’ t  wor k.   I  don’ t  t hi nk el ect ed 
of f i c i al s shoul d be sendi ng t hat  k i nd of  message. ’  Schor ow,  
St ephani e,  The Bost on Her al d,  August  20,  1997.  
48 Thomas Gr i l l o,  “ Scul pt ur e t o r emi nd of  Sacco,  Vanzet t i , ”  The 
Bost on Gl obe,  August  20,  1997.  
49 Mar y Hur l ey,  “ Memor i al  s i t e eyed f or  Sacco,  Vanzet t i , ”  The 
Bost on Gl obe,  Januar y 17,  1999.  
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Judi c i al  Cour t  and a gr aphi c desi gner  f or  t he st at e Soci al  

Law Li br ar y,  t he exhi bi t  i s  an i nst r uct i ve l ook i nt o t he 

l egal  syst em and t he ways i n whi ch i t  can be mi sused.   Whi l e 

t he exhi bi t  i s  not  especi al l y  accessi bl e t o t he aver age 

ci t i zen,  i n t er ms of  cont ent  and pl acement  i t  i s  undeni abl y 

t he most  s i gni f i cant  t r i but e t o t he anar chi st  wor ker s t o 

dat e.   Two mont hs af t er  t he exhi bi t  opened,  t he Rose Kennedy 

Gr eenway Par k was opened t o t he publ i c i n t he Nor t h End.   

Ther e,  t he publ i c f ound a t i mel i ne of  l ocal  hi st or i cal  

event s spel l ed out  i n a ser i es of  pl aques.   One of  t hese,  

r epor t edl y due t o t he advocacy of  a pr i vat e c i t i zen of  t he 

Nor t h End,  i s  about  t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  case.  

I n 2006,  on t he 79 t h anni ver sar y of  Sacco and Vanzet t i ’ s  

execut i on,  a commemor at i ve mar ch t ook pl ace i n t he pour i ng 

r ai n t o For est  Hi l l s  Cemet er y,  wher e t he t wo i mmi gr ant s wer e 

cr emat ed.   The mar ch was i nt ended t o br i dge t he per cei ved 

i deol ogi cal  gap bet ween Bost on’ s ‘ r ed’  anar chi st s,  t hose 

pr i mar i l y  engaged i n human r i ght s and l abor  st r uggl es,  and 

Bost on’ s much pr osecut ed ‘ gr een’  anar chi st s,  t hose f ocused 

on envi r onment al  j ust i ce and ani mal  r i ght s.   Though a f ew 

ol der  l ef t i s t s par t i c i pat ed and mi gr ant  wor ker s’  r i ght s 

or gani zer s at t ended,  t he mar ch was composed over whel mi ngl y 

of  young anar chi st s car r y i ng f l ags and banner s.   Bl ami ng 

i nef f ect i ve out r each and i ncl ement  weat her ,  and f i ndi ng t hat  

t he l essons of  Sacco and Vanzet t i ’ s  case hol d r el evance f ar  

beyond t hei r  mar t yr dom t o t he anar chi st  cause,  gr ander  pl ans 

wer e made f or  t he 80 t h anni ver sar y.   What  began as an at t empt  
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t o or gani ze a bet t er  mar ch gr ew i nt o a br oader ,  

i nt er gener at i onal  coal i t i on of  communi t y,  l abor  and 

i mmi gr ant  r i ght s or gani zer s,  anar chi st  hi st or i ans,  

ar chi v i st s and act i v i st s oper at i ng as t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  

Commemor at i on Soci et y.   The gr oup or gani zed a ser i es of  

educat i onal ,  agi t at i onal  and soci al  event s sur r oundi ng t he 

80 t h anni ver sar y of  t he execut i on.  
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At  t he i ni t i at i ve of  Bost on Ci t y Counci l or  Fel i x Ar r oyo,  who 

j oi ned t he mar ch on t he 23r d decr yi ng t he per secut i on of  

i mmi gr ant s,  t he deat h penal t y and t he st at e r epr essi on of  

di ssent ,  t he Bost on Ci t y Counci l  passed a r esol ut i on 

ext endi ng i t s ‘ admi r at i on t o t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  
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Commemor at i on Soci et y ’  and decl ar ed August  23,  2007,  Sacco 

and Vanzet t i  Commemor at i on Day i n t he Ci t y of  Bost on. 50 

As t he 2007 mar ch wound t hr ough Hanover  St r eet  on t he Nor t h 

End,  a Soci et y member  put  up a t empor ar y hi st or i cal  mar ker  

on t he 256 Hanover  St r eet  bui l di ng t hat  had been used by t he 

Sacco- Vanzet t i  Def ense Commi t t ee over  80 year s ear l i er .   On 

December  1,  2007,  wi t h t he per mi ssi on of  t he bui l di ng’ s 

pr opr i et or s,  t he Soci et y i nst al l ed and dedi cat ed a new 

pl aque t o r epl ace t he one t hat  had gone mi ssi ng i n t he 

1980s.   For mer  gover nor  Mi chael  Dukaki s was among t he f or t y 

or  so par t i c i pant s.  

�
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� �� ���� ��� � ��� �� � � �� � � � ������ � � � �� � �� ��� � �� � ����� ��

August  23,  2008 saw si mi l ar  commemor at i ve event s t o t he 

Soci et y ’ s 2007 ones.   Ci t y Counci l or  Chuck Tur ner  pr esent ed 

                     
50 “ Ci t y  of  Bost on passes r esol ut i on i n commemor at i on of  Sacco & 
Vanzet t i . ”   Ret r i eved November  21,  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / saccoandvanzet t i . or g/ sn_di spl ay1. php?r ow_I D=37  
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t he Soci et y wi t h a near l y i dent i cal  r esol ut i on,  decl ar i ng 

August  23,  2008 Sacco and Vanzet t i  Commemor at i on Day i n t he 

Ci t y of  Bost on.   The Soci et y has,  al l  t he whi l e,  been 

wor ki ng t o over come t he f i nanci al ,  l ogi st i cal  and 

bur eaucr at i c obst acl es t hat  have t hus f ar  pr event ed t he 

publ i c i nst al l at i on of  a cast i ng of  Bor gl um’ s wor k.  

Whi l e goi ng t hr ough t r anscr i pt s of  addr esses gi ven at  

memor i al  event s,  I  f ound t hi s quot e f r om 1928 t hat  st r uck me 

as unusual l y r el evant .   ‘ Men and women … ar e st i l l  anxi ous 

t o do somet hi ng t o r i ght  t he wr ong,  t o do honor  t o t he 

memor y of  Sacco and Vanzet t i . ’ 51  These wor ds wer e spoken by 

l i ber al  schol ar  Rober t  Mor ss Lovet t ,  Esq.  on t he one- year  

anni ver sar y of  Sacco and Vanzet t i ’ s  execut i on t o a cr owd of  

2, 000 peopl e i n Bost on.   As has been shown by t he ongoi ng 

i nt er est  i n t he i mmi gr ant  wor ker s’  case i n Bost on,  t hr ough 

at t endance at  t he Soci et y ’ s memor i al  event s and t he peopl e 

t hat  packed t he Dant e t o hear  Zi nn’ s l ect ur e,  we ar e st i l l  

anxi ous t o r i ght  t he wr ongs commi t t ed by t he st at e agai nst  

Sacco and Vanzet t i .   As of  t hi s wr i t i ng,  t hough,  f r i ends of  

Sacco and Vanzet t i  seem t o have t r i umphed agai nst  t he t wo 

i mmi gr ant s ’  f oes.   Near l y al l  of  schol ar shi p uphol ds t he 

unj ust  nat ur e of  t he t r i al ,  i f  not  t he i nnocence of  t he 

pai r .   The execut i ve br anch of  t he st at e gover nment  has 

decl ar ed t he t r i al  unj ust .   The j udi c i al  br anch of  t he st at e 

gover nment  has set  up an exhi bi t  on i t s  own shor t comi ngs i n 
                     
51 Rober t  Mor ss Lovet t ,  Esq.  addr ess at  t he Sceni c Audi t or i um i n 
Bost on,  August  23,  1928.  Fel i cani ,  ( Al di no)  Sacco and Vanzet t i  
Col l ect i on.   Rar e Books and Manuscr i pt s,  Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y,  
Bost on.  
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t he mat t er .   The muni c i pal  gover nment  has publ i c l y appr oved 

t he wor k of  a gr oup t hat  seeks ‘ t o pr eser ve t he memor y of  

Sacco and Vanzet t i ’ s  st r uggl e t o r adi cal l y  change soci et y ’  

and ‘ dr aw connect i ons bet ween t he st r uggl es of  Sacco and 

Vanzet t i  and s i mi l ar  st r uggl es t oday.  ‘ 52 I f  al l  goes as 

pl anned,  t he i nst al l at i on of  Bor gl um’ s bas- r el i ef  wi l l  

become a r eal i t y  wi t hi n a year .   What  mor e coul d a l ocal  

devot ee of  t he mar t yr ed anar chi st s want ? 

 I  f ound t he answer  t o t hi s quest i on ever y t i me I  

ment i oned t he names Sacco and Vanzet t i  and r ecei ved bl ank 

l ooks.   These empt y st ar es met  me at  l east  t wi ce as of t en as 

af f i r mat i ons of  knowl edge on t he case t hat  had t or n apar t  

our  t own and shaken t he wor l d i n t he 1920s.   Onl y schol ar s,  

r adi cal s,  and a di mi ni shi ng cat egor y of  peopl e of  a cer t ai n 

age know t he st or y t hat  shoul d be par t  of  our  col l ect i ve 

consci ousness.   The seven- year  suf f er i ng and ul t i mat e 

el ect r ocut i on of  t wo i mmi gr ant  di ssi dent s has been omi t t ed 

f r om t he of f i c i al  hi st or i cal  nar r at i ve t r ansmi t t ed t o ever y 

subsequent  gener at i on.   By er asi ng Sacco and Vanzet t i  and 

t he soci o- pol i t i cal  t heat er  i n whi ch t hei r  l i ves wer e ended,  

t he l essons of  t hei r  case have been obscur ed.   Ei ght y year s 

l at er ,  we ar e seei ng al ar mi ng r epeat s of  t he condi t i ons t hat  

made mar t yr s of  Sacco and Vanzet t i .   I  ment i oned t he exampl e 

of  ei ght  anar chi st s i n t he Twi n Ci t i es cur r ent l y f aci ng 

t er r or i sm char ges f or  or gani z i ng suppor t i ve i nf r ast r uct ur e 

                     
52 Sacco and Vanzet t i  Commemor at i on Soci et y Mi ssi on,  r et r i eved 
November  21,  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / www. saccoandvanzet t i . or g/ sn_di spl ay1. php?r ow_I D=8  
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f or  out  of  t own pr ot est or s,  but  her e i n Bost on,  t wo 

anar chi st s wer e ar r est ed i n June on char ges of  di st ur bi ng 

t he peace and damagi ng publ i c pr oper t y f or  t hei r  use of  

Cr ayol a br and si dewal k chal k. 53  Our  l ocal  pol i t i c i ans may 

have t aken a st and agai nst  t he scapegoat i ng of  i mmi gr ant s,  

but  r ai ds ar e st i l l  conduct ed i n Massachuset t s.   Ever y ni ght  

i n t hi s count r y at  l east  26, 000 peopl e s l eep i n I mmi gr at i on 

and Cust oms Enf or cement  det ent i on f aci l i t i es whi l e hundr eds 

of  t housands ar e depor t ed each year , 54 al l  f or  t he cr i me of  

bei ng bor n i n a di f f er ent  par t  of  t he wor l d.   As anyone who 

has been i n gener al  popul at i on i n any j ai l  or  pr i son i n t hi s 

count r y can t el l  you,  j ust i ce f or  t he poor  r emai ns el usi ve 

whi l e whi t e- col l ar  cr i mi nal s enj oy t he comf or t s of  t hei r  

homes i n ankl e br acel et s,  when t hey ar e appr ehended at  al l .  

I nst al l i ng Bor gl um’ s 7’  x 3. 5’  pl aque i n an of t -

f r equent ed l ocat i on i n Bost on i s a st ep i n t he r i ght  

di r ect i on t owar d doi ng j ust i ce t o t he memor y of  t he t wo 

sl ai n i deal i st s,  but  t he l egacy of  Sacco and Vanzet t i  

r equi r es mor e t han publ i c ar t wor k.   The case shoul d be par t  

of  t he hi st or y cur r i cul a i n publ i c school s and connect i ons 

need t o be made t o t he r epr essi ve soci al  and economi c 

f act or s t hat  have not  gone away af t er  80 year s.   St udy of  

t he Sacco and Vanzet t i  case demands an exami nat i on of  t he 

                     
53 Ri c Kahn,  “ Out  of  Li ne, ”  Bost on Gl obe,   November  16,  2008.   
Ret r i eved 18 December  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / www. bost on. com/ news/ l ocal / ar t i c l es/ 2008/ 11/ 16/ out _of _l i ne/
?page=2  
54 Fact  sheet s,  “ U. S.  I mmi gr at i on and Cust oms Enf or cement  FY07 
Accompl i shment s, ”  r et r i eved November  21,  2008,  avai l abl e f r om 
ht t p: / / www. i ce. gov/ docl i b/ pi / news/ f act sheet s/ f y07accmpl shmnt sweb.
pdf   
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pr esent  gover ni ng syst ems;  per haps t hi s i s  why t he l egacy of  

t he case cont i nues t o be obscur ed by aut hor i t i es,  known onl y 

t o t hose who seek i t  out .   As l abor  or gani zer  and wr i t er  

Lucy Par sons wr ot e i n 1905,  ‘ Anar chi st s know t hat  a l ong 

per i od of  educat i on must  pr ecede any gr eat  f undament al  

change i n soci et y. ’ � �    

 I n al l  my mont hs of  r esear chi ng t he commemor at i on of  

Ni col a Sacco and Bar t ol omeo Vanzet t i  and t he Bor gl um bas-

r el i ef  cr eat ed i n t hei r  memor y;  i n al l  t he count l ess t i mes I  

weaved my way up t o,  i n and out  of  t he Rar e Books and 

Manuscr i pt s Depar t ment  at  Bost on Publ i c Li br ar y and past  t he 

pl ast er  wor k on t he wal l ;  despi t e bei ng ent i r el y v i sual l y 

f ami l i ar  wi t h t he pi ece;  despi t e bl owi ng a k i ss t o my sl ai n 

comr ades ever y t i me I  passed t hei r  i mage,  I  never  r eal l y  

st opped t o ponder  t he wor ds scul pt ed ont o t he pi ece.   I  

woul d per si st ent l y t une out  most  i nf or mat i on per t ai ni ng t o 

t he case i t sel f  or  t o anyt hi ng t he t wo di d or  sai d whi l e 

t hey wer e al i ve,  as t hese wer e i r r el evant  t o my r esear ch.   

One eveni ng,  however ,  up t o my neck i n sour ces,  I  r eal i zed 

t hat  I  was not  ent i r el y sur e what  t he pl aque sai d,  despi t e 

qui t e possi bl y knowi ng mor e about  i t  now t han anyone el se 

al i ve.   And so I  pul l ed out  one of  t he pi ct ur es of  t he wor k 

and ver y car ef ul l y  r ead Bar t ol o Vanzet t i ’ s  wor ds,  wr i t t en on 

t he l ast  day of  hi s l i f e.   And t hen I  began t o cr y because I  

r eal i ze how l i t t l e has changed i n 80 year s.  
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What  I  wi sh mor e t han al l  i n t hi s l ast  hour  of  agony 
i s t hat  our  case and our  f at e may be under st ood i n 
t hei r  r eal  bei ng and ser ve as a t r emendous l esson t o 
t he f or ces of  f r eedom so t hat  our  suf f er i ng and deat h 
wi l l  not  have been i n vai n.  
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