


‘ r"r#  $ ! %? historian Howard Zi nn asked
a nmenber of the Sacco and Vanzetti Comenoration Society in
Novenber 2008. Zinn had just delivered a |lecture for the
benefit of the Society on ‘The Meaning of Sacco and
Vanzetti’ to a crowd of at |east 250 people overflow ng the
Dante Alighieri Italian Cultural Center in Canbridge,
Massachusetts, and was taken aback that interest in the case
was still alive. ‘1 didn't know what to expect. | thought,
how many people are still interested in Sacco and Vanzetti?
Maybe seven? Ten? Fifteen? | can’t even —but this place
is full!’" Accustoned to snaller crowds conposed of all the
sanme famliar radical characters of G eater Boston, |
nysel f, was surprised at the size of the diverse and
intergenerational crowd. | recognized |less than half of the
faces | saw, those belonged to friends and acquai nt ances
involved with a broad array of social and ecol ogical justice
struggles. | was not immediately able to account for
everyone el se’s presence, which becane a subject of
di scussion at the Society’s next nmeeting. Were did these
peopl e cone fron? Wre the young ones Zinn s students?
Were the ol der ones the Dante’s regular crowd, interested in
all things Italian? Wre the m ddl e-aged ones the
archetypical Zinn-loving Canbridge liberals? D d they read
about the event on Zinn's website, or in the dobe or the

Times? Did they cone for an opportunity to hear the
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| egendary, aging historian speak or did they cone because of
a prior interest in Sacco and Vanzetti? \Woever they were,
they had packed the Dante for the first tinme in years on
account of two dead anarchists and a | egal case over eighty
years ol d.

In May 1920, police arrested Italian i nmgrant workers
and anarchi sts N cola Sacco and Bartol omeo Vanzetti,
questioning them about their citizenship and their
radicalism The two were charged, held, tried, convicted
and sentenced to death. They were accused of the nurders of
a paymaster and his security guard during a payroll robbery
that many believe they did not commt. Public opinion on
the case was polarized. Even before Celestino Madeiros, a
known crim nal and nenber of a gang specializing in arnmed
robbery, confessed to his participation in the crime and the
absence of Sacco and Vanzetti fromit, the evidence agai nst
t he defendants was shaky. Both had multiple alibis, but the
W tnesses accounting for their whereabouts during the crine,
wor kers who were not native speakers of English, were nocked
and dism ssed as liars by the court. The anti-inm grant,
anti-anarchist prejudice of the judge, jury and prosecution
al i ke was profound. Judge Webster Thayer, who not only
tried the two, but presided over and gl eefully denied al
notions for a newtrial, was quoted as calling the two
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‘anar chi stic bastards. One of the jurors, in conversation

with a friend who believed the pair to be innocent, snapped,
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‘Damm them they ought to hang anyway!’® The prosecution
regularly dwelled on the citizenship and radicalismof the
defendants, factors that had little to do with a well-
orchestrated payroll robbery in South Braintree,
Massachusetts.

The cause of Sacco and Vanzetti becane known around the
worl d, setting off protests, strikes and riots from Chi cago
to Buenos Aires to New York to Johannesburg to Paris to
Tokyo, pressuring the governor of Massachusetts to call off
t he execution. Nevertheless, shortly after m dnight on
August 23, 1927 in Charlestown State Prison, the
Commonweal t h of Massachusetts put Nicola Sacco and
Bart ol oneo Vanzetti to death in the electric chair, ending
their seven-year inprisonment. Their trial, riddled as it
was wWith prejudice, is wdely considered to be one of the
greatest m scarriages of justice in Anerican history. The
two condemmed anarchists are often invoked as a synbol of
protest against the inequity of American society and its
crimnal justice system inspiring works of drama, art, and
music fromthe tinme of their execution to the present. One
such work, a bas-relief by the famus scul ptor Gutzon
Borglum was presented for permanent, public display on the
Boston Common to the governnments of the Gty of Boston and
t he Commonweal th of Massachusetts on the 10", 20" and 30"
anni versaries of the execution. Each time, the work and its

subj ects were denied the use of public space in Boston.

* Bruce Watson, Sacco and Vanzetti: The Men, the Murders, and the
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Then, on the 50" anniversary in 1977, Governor Dukakis

i ssued a proclamation that the two had not received a fair
trial and that ‘any stigma and di sgrace shoul d be forever
renoved fromtheir names.” On the 70" anniversary of the
execution in 1997, Mayor Menino of Boston and acting
Governor Cel lucci of Massachusetts nmet in the Boston Public
library and, repeating the assertion that Sacco and Vanzetti
had not received a fair trial due to the bias against them
formally *accepted’ Borglunis bas-relief, announcing the
intent of the city to cast the artwork in bronze and pl ace
it outdoors in a nore public place by the year 2000.* As of

this witing, the bas-relief remains indoors.

‘ ...Just a couple of wops in a jam’
— city editor of the New York Call.?®

Garnering publicity for the cause of the condemed
wor kers began as an uphill battle, a battle fought by the
Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Conmittee. The group, made up of the
co-defendants’ friends and conrades, had fornmed shortly
after the Italian immgrants were arrested in May 1920.
Wel | -organi zed and highly efficient, the Commttee’ s work
intensified so that by 1925, they had noved to a 2™ fl oor
of fice at 256 Hanover Street in Boston’s North End, then the
epi center of working class Italian life. Wth a broad and

ever rotating cast of characters, the Defense Cormittee
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served as a clearinghouse for information and agitation,

i nternational outreach, a massive |egal defense fund, and
correspondence with individuals and institutions alike. The
driving force of the Conmttee was always its treasurer
anarchi st Aldino Felicani. ‘Friendly, open, and guileless,’®
Al dino Felicani ‘talked to everybody, |istened to everybody,
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| earned from everybody. An imm grant hinself and a
printer by trade, Felicani was a cl ose personal friend of
Sacco and Vanzetti. Socialist |abor organizer Mary Donovan
acted as secretary, while anarchi st shoe worker Joe Mro

al so perfornmed secretarial duties for the Coommittee. Though
it was, fromits beginnings, an organization made up of

wor ki ng class radicals, its conposition altered as the case
gai ned publicity. Mst notably, journalist Gardner Jackson,
a |liberal synpathetic to | abor and radical causes, quit his
job at the Boston G obe to work full time for the Commttee.
“Jackson brought in a respectable, social, |iberal elenent,’
Felicani recalled. ‘W were now able to reach people we
never coul d have dreamed [of] reaching before.’® Harvard

| aw school professor, |ater Suprene Court Justice, Felix
Frankfurter was so incensed by the Sacco and Vanzetti matter
that he risked his career and reputation by not only being

an out spoken public figure and witer on the case, but by
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significantly funding and advising the Commnttee s work.
Despite all their efforts, the Defense Commttee ultimtely
did not prevent the execution of Sacco and Vanzetti.

Not wi t hstandi ng this crushing defeat, their work on behal f

of the anarchi st workers was not over in 1927.

| do not renenber when or where | first heard of the
Sacco and Vanzetti case, but | know that it was after
becane an anarchist nyself. The nore | |earned about the
case, the nore infuriated, disappointed and unsurprised |
was that an episode so central to 20" century world history
coul d be obscured and forgotten, |left out of textbooks, kept
out of classroons and out of the public menory of ny
generation, especially when its |l essons are just as rel evant
now as they were 80 years ago. |Immgrant workers are still
scapegoated for the nation’s social and economc ills,
di scrim nat ed agai nst, rounded up, detained and deported in
the nane of national security. The state is still acutely
interested in pre-enptive repression of dissent, recently
seen in the case of the RNC 8 in the Twwn Cties, who, for
the crime of organizing food, housing and other |ogistics
for protestors, are each charged wth four conspiratori al
felony counts, two of which have terrori smenhancenents.’
The overwhelmng majority of devel oped nations have
abol i shed the death penalty; its retention in the U S. keeps

the United States in alarmngly poor conpany w th other

° For information and news on their plight, see http://rnc8.org/



countries notorious for human rights abuses. And so it cane
to pass in spring 2007 that Boston’s young, historically

m nded anarchists joined forces wth a broader

i ntergenerational coalition of conmunity, |abor and

i mm grant rights organizers, anarchist historians,
archivists and activists to create the Sacco and Vanzetti
Comrenoration Society. For two years, we have been
organi zi ng annual marches and events in nmenory of our two
martyred conrades. | n Decenber 2007 we replaced a pl ague at
256 Hanover Street to the Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Conmttee
that had been put up in 1976 and renoved by unknown hands in
the 1980s. W have al so been working with the city to make
the | ong-prom sed public nmenorial to Sacco and Vanzetti a
reality. Through working with historians who have dedi cated
years of their lives to the study of the Sacco and Vanzetti
case, | cane to learn that the Society was not first in
demandi ng official recognition and reparation for the wongs
commtted against the two inmgrants; the struggle to
menorialize the two workers began shortly after the electric

chair took their |ives.

The Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Commttee net August 31,
1927, a week and a day after the execution of their
conrades, to outline their future work. The neeting’s
m nutes outline a five-point plan, the last of which is

‘Menorial to Sacco and Vanzetti.’'' Yet when the Defense

" M nutes of the Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Conmittee, August 31



Comm ttee's Septenber 1927 bulletin was printed, the fifth
poi nt was changed to ‘ Generally proclaimng the vindication
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of Sacco and Vanzetti.’ Simlarly, the Gtizens National
Comm ttee for Sacco and Vanzetti, a group of affluent
liberals operating in New York City, outlined their post-
execution plan in six points, the sixth being ‘To create a
menorial for Sacco and Vanzetti.’” The Defense Committee,
receiving word of these plans, found the first five points
obj ecti onabl e enough to send two of its nenbers, Mary
Donovan and | abor organi zer Powers Hapgood, to the Novenber
7, 1927 neeting of the Ctizens National Commttee.
Expl ai ni ng the objections of the Defense Commttee, Boston's
broader radical conmmunity and the famlies of the condemed
workers, the result of this neeting was an entirely
different five-point plan for the group, which also changed
its name to the Sacco-Vanzetti National League. Though it
was not a point to which the Defense Conm ttee objected, the
new five-point plan onmitted nention of a menorial.”
Meanwhi | e, Boston’s weal thier supporters of Sacco and

Vanzetti, Gardner Jackson and Felix Frankfurter, were

1927. Felicani,

(Al di no) Sacco and Vanzetti Collection. Rare Books and
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concocting their own nenorial to the dead. They envisioned a
House of Free Speech or Freedom House in nenory of Sacco and
Vanzetti for l|iberal organizing, neeting and lecturing. It
was to be established on Beacon H Il behind the
Massachusetts State House and opened on the 1-year

anni versary of the execution. Desiring a |large piece of
artwork to go over the front entrance, they sought out

scul ptor Gutzon Borglum creator of M. Rushnore, and
longtime friend of Frankfurter. Frankfurter was dubi ous as
to howw I ling Borglumwould be to nenorialize two i nm grant
radi cals, given the sculptor’s extrene patriotismand his
former association with the Ku Klux Klan.™ After neeting

wi th Jackson, Frankfurter and Felicani,” however, Borglum
becane convi nced of the innocence of Sacco and Vanzetti,

witing to Jackson,

If two i nnocent men have been el ectrocuted under order
of the Anmerican courts, much as | |love ny country and
al ways shall, above any and all things ...I will do
anything | can to nake the martyrdom of these nen a
burning, living protest against the injustice
practiced in the nane of nodern jurisprudence!™

Ref using pay for his |abor, Borglumnet the deadline and
sent a plaster draft of his work to Boston for the Sacco-

Vanzetti Menorial Committee’s 1-year commenorative event.

" Howard Shaff and Audrey Karl Shaff, Six Wars at a Tinme: The
Life and Tinmes of Gutzon Borglum Scul ptor of ©Munt Rushnore
(Sioux Falls, S.D.: Center for Western Studi es, Augustana
Col | ege, 1985), 5-6.

“ mMary Borglumto Prof. G Louis Joughin, June 4, 1944. The
Bor gl um Archi ves, Corpus Christi, TX

' Howard Shaff and Audrey Karl Shaff, Six Wars at a Time: The
Life and Tinmes of Gutzon Borglum Scul ptor of ©Munt Rushnore
(Sioux Falls, S.D.: Center for Western Studi es, Augustana
Col | ege, 1985), 252.
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The Menorial Commttee was a prestigious assenbl age of
swells plus Aldino Felicani. Together they arranged for a
di stingui shed |ine-up of speakers and attracted 2,000 peopl e

y 17

to the ‘orderly meeti ng on August 23, 1928. Elizabeth
@ endower Evans unveiled Borglumis 3.5 x 7° bas-relief at
t he conclusion of the event in Boston, held at the Scenic

Auditoriumon 12 Berkeley Street. Afterwards, the plaster

wor k was placed in storage.

As for what becane of the Freedom House, it is |like so
many nysteries surrounding the Sacco and Vanzetti case. The

m nutes of the executive commttee of New York City’'s Sacco

' “ MOURN SACCO AND VANZETTI; Two Thousand Attend Orderly
Menorial Meeting in Boston, ” New York Tinmes, August 24, 1928
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Vanzetti National League from Cctober 3, 1928 rel ay that
Gardner Jackson had acquired the title to the building on
Beacon Hi Il for $16,000 and that the cost of renodeling
woul d amount to an additional $15-20,000. The m nutes go on
to relay that ‘the Boston group have $12,000 on hand, and
plan to cover the bal ance of $4,000 with nortgages.’™ On
Decenber 18, 1929, the secretary of the National League
wote to Gardner Jackson, thanking himfor ‘the full report
on the house,’ describing it as ‘corking’ and assuring
Jackson that ‘we will surely be able to do sonething about
it.”" The April 4, 1930 minutes of the League’s executive
commttee note that, ‘while the conmttee agreed that it was
desirable that the plans for the house shoul d proceed and
that it should be owned by the League, no definite action

s 20

was taken. In 1947, describing the plans, the Boston

Herald remarked that it had ‘failed to materialize.”*
Borgl um s bi ographer states that the city refused to issue

the necessary permts.*” Still other sources claimthe

' Sacco-Vanzetti National League, Cctober 3, 1928. Executive
Committee Meeting Mnutes. Francis Russell Collection, Robert D
Farber University Archives and Special Collections Departnent,
Brandei s University Libraries.

“ Huntley, Margaret S. to Gardner Jackson, Decenber 18, 1929.
Francis Russell Collection, Robert D. Farber University Archives
and Special Collections Departnment, Brandeis University

Li brari es.

* Sacco-Vanzetti National League, April 4, 1930. Executive
Comm ttee Meeting Mnutes. Francis Russell Collection, Robert D
Farber University Archives and Special Collections Departnent,
Brandei s University Libraries.
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24, 1947.
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Col | ege, 1985), 252.
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project fell through due to lack of funds. | was not able
to determ ne when, why or by whomthe plans for the Freedom
House were halted, though I aminclined to believe that the
city denied the permts, as there was no shortage of
interest or noney for the project.

Wil e the plans for the dooned Freedom House were stil
in the works, the Sacco-Vanzetti Menorial Commttee ran into
trouble for their second anniversary nenorial event. The
Scenic Auditorium where their first anniversary neeting was
hel d, was badly damaged by fire. The Scenic Auditorium was
the only venue in town whose owner, hinself an inmm grant,
woul d stand up to social, econom c and constabul ary threats
and allow the Menorial Conmittee to use the space. On
August 7, 1929, the Commttee ran an advertisenment on the
front pages of the Boston Herald, the Boston Travel er and
the Boston Post listing the nanes and affiliations of its
nost esteened speakers, asking if the citizens of Boston
shoul d fear the words of such respected intellectuals. The
ad went on to describe the situation in which the Commttee
found thenselves. Their applications had been rejected from
nmore than 35 hotels, theaters and halls with capacity of
1,000 or nore, including Faneuil Hall, otherw se known as
the Cradle of Liberty, and the A d South Meeting House,
reputedly a haven for unorthodox and unpopul ar ideas. A

week later, their call unanswered, they announced to their
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mailing list that they were going to be holding their
menorial event at Town Hall in New York Gity.”

I found no record of a 1930 commenvorative event, though
a 1931 4'" anniversary neeting was held, intriguingly, at the
A d South Meeting House. As Gardner Jackson recalled, the
nost generous offer the Ad South had made previously was
that of $25 to rent a vacant lot. Should the police disrupt
the neeting in the lot, the Ad South would allow the
Menorial Commttee to nmeet to protest the disruption of
their neeting.” Despite persistent conflict in obtaining
venues, these annual nenorial neetings continued, though
with | essened attendance and di m nished vigor in their

pl anni ng, until 1934.

# %5 %3$& (S

Bor gl um had conpl eted his bas-relief of Sacco and

Vanzetti in bronze by 1930 in a special alloy that was both

® Circular letter fromthe Sacco-Vanzetti Menorial Conmittee,
August 13, 19209.

Feli cani, (Al dino) Sacco and Vanzetti Collection. Rare Books and
Manuscri pts, Boston Public Library, Boston.

* Grdner Jackson, Esq. address at Town Hall in New York City,
August 23, 1929. Felicani, (Al dino) Sacco and Vanzetti

Col Il ection. Rare Books and Manuscripts, Boston Public Library,
Bost on.
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bul l et proof and ‘axe proof.’* This version was slightly
different fromthe first draft, a plaster cast of which had
been sent to Boston two years earlier. Conceptually it was
the sane i mage, showing the two nen in profile confronted by
an arm hol ding the scales of justice with ‘archaic | aw
outwei ghing ‘justice,’ acconpanied by a quote from
Bart ol oneo Vanzetti. The main visual difference was that
the new version had | eaves breaki ng up what was negative
space in the first. Yet with the Freedom House dooned,
there was nowhere for the bronze relief to go, relegating it
to storage at the foundry.®

For the 10" anniversary of the execution, Borglums
bas-relief was back in the news. On August 22" 1937, Mayor
Mansfi el d and Governor Hurley received identical letters
fromthe old guard of the Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Comm ttee.
Calling it “a synbol by which the people of our state may be
constantly warned in the decades to cone,’ the letter gifted
Borglunmis bas-relief to be placed upon Boston Conmon. The
letter was signed Aldino Felicani, Gardner Jackson, Mary
Donovan, Powers Hapgood and M chael Flaherty.” In
statenents to the press, the incredul ous politicians,
nei ther of whom had read the Conmttee’s letter, declared

that the idea was outside both their jurisdiction and their

*® “Ask Sacco-Vanzetti Menorial,” Boston Sunday Herald, August
24, 1947.

* Mary Borglumto Prof. G Louis Joughin, June 4, 1944. The
Bor gl um Archi ves, Corpus Christi, TX

 A'dino Felicani, Gardner Jackson et al. to Governor Hurley.
August 22, 1937. Felicani, (A dino) Sacco and Vanzetti

Col l ection. Rare Books and Manuscripts, Boston Public Library,
Bost on.
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approval. Said Mayor Mansfield, ‘Such a proposal m ght have
to go before the council. If I have final say on the
matter, however, it has no possible chance of acceptance.’®
Simlarly, Governor Hurley attributed responsibility for
public art approval to another departnent and opi ned that
the Defense Conmittee’s gesture was ‘patently absurd.’®

This was not the only tinme Hurley would publicly
denounce Sacco and Vanzetti and their synpathizers. The WPA
GQui de to Massachusetts had been rel eased four days earlier
on August 19, 1937. |Its discussion of the inmm grant
wor kers’ case caused an uproarious controversy to erupt in
the press and anong many Bostoni ans. The Governor responded
by delivering anti-immgrant, anti-radical tirades,
vilifying the Guide and its creators.®™ Even before Hurley
began his public attacks, Roger N. Baldw n of the ACLU
commented, ‘The fuss over the statenent in the WPA Gui de
Book strikes an outsider as nonsensical, for the Gui de Book
merely credited disbelief in the guilt of Sacco and Vanzetti
to “many people.” ' *
Borglumdied in 1941. 1In 1943, the war effort needed

the space in the foundry that was occupied by his bas-

2 1 pi d.

# «“Offer of Sacco-Vanzetti Menorial is Scouted by Governor and
Mayor, ” The Boston Heral d, August 23, 1937.

® Christine Bold, "CGStaring the world in the face© Sacco and
Vanzetti in the WPA Gui de to Massachusetts," The Massachusetts
H storical Review NA 2003. Retrieved Novenber 21, 2008
avai l abl e from

http://wwv. hi storycooperative.org/journals/nhr/5/bold. htni
 Roger N. Baldwin of the Arerican Gvil Liberties Union,

“ Statenent, ” August 23, 1937. Felicani, (Al dino) Sacco and
Vanzetti Collection. Rare Books and Manuscripts, Boston Public
Li brary, Boston.
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relief. The piece was noved to Borglum s studio in North
Stanford, Connecticut and appeared in the news again on the
20'" anni versary of Sacco and Vanzetti’'s execution. The bas-
relief was once nore presented to the |ocal governnents for
pl acenment on Boston Common, but joining the old guard of the
Def ense Commttee in witing to Governor Bradford were 150

) 32

‘prom nent Americans anong t hem El eanor Roosevelt, Al bert
Ei nstein and representatives of |Ivy League universities.
These had all signed a 2,500 word mani f est o whi ch,

on the basis of its sponsors and content is | ooked on

as a manifesto of American |liberals even nore than as

a nenorial to Sacco and Vanzetti. |t attenpts to

chart a course mdway between communi smon the one

hand and the current wave of anti-Conmuni st senti nent

on the other.®

According to a Septenber 9th tel egram Gardner Jackson
sent to Mary Borglum the sculptor’s wi dow who was acutely
interested in being relieved of the massive plaque, an
appoi nt ment was secured with Governor Bradford. *
Nevert hel ess, on October 4, 1947, Bradford announced to the
press his rejection of the artwork, citing it as outside his
jurisdiction as well as saying that he saw ‘no useful
purpose in stirring up the bitter passions and prejudices of
20 years ago, particularly at a tine when the world is

striving for unity, not discord.

2 “ Ask Sacco-Vanzetti Menorial,” Boston Sunday Herald, August
3234, b1347.
| bid.

* Gardner Jackson to Mary Borglum Septenmber 9, 1947. The

Bor gl um Archi ves, Corpus Christi, TX

*® “Sacco and Vanzetti Menorial Ofer Left Open Despite Bradford
Rej ection, ” The Christian Science Mnitor, Cctober 4, 1947.
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Mary Borglumdied in August 1955. By the tine her
surviving famly went to sort out the contents of CGutzon
Borglum s studio a nonth |later, they discovered that the
space had been vandalized repeatedly. Finding the bronze
bas-relief of Sacco and Vanzetti, the scul ptor’s son Lincoln
Borgl um contacted Feli x Frankfurter, now a Suprenme Court
justice, who coldly insisted that he ‘did not conmssion it’
and ‘could not help with the disposition of it.”*
Frankfurter did send the note on to Gardner Jackson, but not
heari ng from Jackson by February 1956, Lincoln Borglum w ote
to a cousin who had expressed interest in the piece, asking
$200, ‘worth $300 for the bronze.’” The check ultimtely had
to be returned because, through an incredibly confusing
scuffle that Robin Borglum Carter was able to partially
reconstruct fromlegal, personal and business
correspondence, the bronze bas-relief had been lost.* By
the tinme Jackson wote in August 1957 about possibly having
the piece installed publicly in Boston, it was | ong gone.

Jackson probably had not yet received his reply from
Li ncol n Bor gl um when, on the 30" anniversary of the
execution on August 23, 1957 he, Felicani and historian
Art hur Schl esinger, Sr. once nore gifted Borglum s bas-
relief to the city and state governnents. The mayor
forwarded the proposal to the Parks & Recreation Departnent

whose Conm ssioner, Frank R Kelley, wote to Felicani on

*® Carter, Robin, “ MYSTERY,” email message to researcher
§tephanie Schorow, January 28, 2000.
| bi d.
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Septenber 11, 1957, ‘The Board voted unani nously to

38

di sapprove your request.’ Wil e ideologically
di sappointing, logistically, of course, this was just as
wel | given that the artwork was not accounted for.

So what becane of the bronze cast of Borglunis bas-
relief? This, also, is a nystery. Robin Borglum Carter’s
findings point to the work being stolen, so it is entirely
probabl e that the nassive piece was nelted down for the
val uabl e bronze alloy and sold. Still, others hold out hope
that the plaque, an incredibly heavy and unw el dy item
remains in a crate in storage in a warehouse or soneone’s
garage. Yet while the final draft of Borglums work is
| ost, extant in photographs only (at least for the tine
being), the work is not conpletely lost. One Sunday in June
1960, Aldino Felicani received a visit from*‘M. Geene, a

s 39

gentl eman dealing with storage nerchandi se. Havi ng found

the plaster draft of Borglumis work in storage, M. G eene,
el sewhere referred to as an ‘unknown dustnman’ and an

s 40

“anonynous j unkman, sought out Felicani and was pai d $50

for his services. Felicani donated the piece to the

*® Commi ssioner Frank R Kelley, Parks & Recreation Departnent to
Al di no Felicani, Septenmber 11, 1957. Felicani, (A dino) Sacco
and Vanzetti Collection. Rare Books and Manuscripts, Boston
Public Library, Boston.

* Aldino Felicani to Gardner Jackson, July 1, 1960. Gar dner
Jackson Col | ection, Robert D. Farber University Archives and
Speci al Col | ections Departnment, Brandeis University Libraries.
* Carol Adans and Rev. David Carol O son, “The Sacco-Vanzetti
Menorial Scul pture, ” Community Church of Boston website.

Retri eved Novenber 21, 2008, available from

http://ww. commthurch. or g/ saccovanzetti.htmand Leslie M| er
“ Boston accepts Sacco and Vanzetti nenorial, ” South Coast
Today, 24 August 1997. Retrieved 21 Novenber 2008, avail able
fromhttp://archive. sout hcoastt oday. conl dai |l y/ 08-97/08-24-

97/ a03sr012. ht m




20

Communi ty Church of Boston, an ‘active peace and justice

) 41

congregation in Copley Square, who accepted the scul pture

) 42

as their altarpiece ‘on permanent | oan.

The political clinate, as it related to the | egacy of
Sacco and Vanzetti in Massachusetts, was still incredibly
hostile in 1959 when Representative Al exander Cella’s
petition to posthunously pardon the condemmed Italians

) 43

caused an eruption at a ‘raucous hearing. To the great
horror and anmusenent of his dignified conpanions, anti-
fascist Aldino Felicani, aged 68, held up a nenacing fist
and asked his friends, ‘Should we break the meeting up?’ *“ A
young | aw school student naned M chael Dukakis al so attended
the hearing.® Eighteen years later, on the 50" anniversary
of the execution in 1977, Dukakis, then governor, proclained
that the two workers had not received a fair trial due to
pervasive anti-inmmgrant, anti-Iltalian, anti-radical biases.
Wi |l e there was backl ash agai nst the governor’s

procl amation, this nonethel ess marked a turning point.

Unfortunately, Gardner Jackson passed away in 1963 and

“ Community Church of Boston website, “About Us.” Retrieved
Novenber 21, 2008, avail able from
http://conmuni t ychur chof bost on. or g/ hone/ ?page_i d=2

 Carol Adans and Rev. David Carol QO son, “The Sacco-Vanzetti
Menorial Scul pture, ” Community Church of Boston website.

Retri eved November 21, 2008, avail able from

http://ww. commthur ch. org/ saccovanzetti. htm

® Bruce Watson, Sacco and Vanzetti: The Men, the Murders, and the
Judgnent of Mankind (New York: WViking, 2007), 365.

“ Boston Public Library, and Paul Avrich Collection (Library of
Congress). Sacco-Vanzetti, Devel opnents and Reconsi derations,
1979: Conference Proceedings (Boston: Trustees of the Public

Li brary of the City of Boston, 1982), 33.

* Bruce Watson, Sacco and Vanzetti: The Men, the Murders, and the
Judgnent of Mankind (New York: WViking, 2007), 365.
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Aldino Felicani in 1967; neither lived to see the cause to
whi ch they had dedi cated nmuch of their lives vindicated in
the official narrative of Massachusetts.

Per haps brought on by executive acknow edgenent of
judicial malefaction, in 1979 the Boston Public Library
called for a synposiumon the case and its legacy. On this
occasion, the Library formally accepted the mammot h
collection of Aldino Felicani’s papers and rel evant effects
fromhis sons Anteo and Arthur Felicani, including the
Bor gl um pl aque. The Community Church of Boston was invited
to participate and, before the transfer of Borglumis plaster
bas-relief to the library took place, had three netal
castings nmade of the piece. A bronze casting now hangs in
the Borglum Hi storical Center in Keystone, South Dakota. An
al um num casting hangs in the Gardner Jackson Readi ng Room
at Brandeis University in Waltham Massachusetts. The third
casting, also in alumnum is the altarpiece at the
Community Church of Boston.® The 1928 plaster draft of
Borglum s work hangs outside the Rare Books and Manuscripts
departnment on the third floor, down many a | abyrinthine hal
of the Boston Public Library. It was in this corner of the
library on the 70" anniversary of Sacco and Vanzetti’s
execution that the press joined Mayor Menino and acting
Governor Paul Cellucci in 1997 as the two formally

‘accepted’ the scul pture. Repeating the assertion that the

* Carol Adans and Rev. David Carol O son, “The Sacco-Vanzetti
Menorial Scul pture, ” Community Church of Boston website.
Retri eved November 21, 2008, avail able from

http://ww. commthur ch. or g/ saccovanzetti. htm
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anarchi sts had not received a fair trial, the politicians
announced plans to have a bronze casting made and installed
publicly in an undeterm ned site in Boston by the year 2000.

47

Meeting little friction,” this task was originally assigned
to the Browne Trust Fund, who estimated the cost at $8,000.*
In January 1999, the Boston G obe reported that a group
calling thensel ves the Sacco and Vanzetti Menorial Conmttee
was wor king on having a nenorial installed in DeFillipo Park
in the North End, a project approved by the Parks

Commi ssion. A spokesperson fromthe Menorial Committee
estimated that the project would cost $50,000 and that
“several thousand dollars’ had al ready been raised.®

Not hi ng seens to have cone of these plans.

I n Septenber 2007 the John Adans Courthouse opened an
exhibit, ‘The Case of Sacco and Vanzetti: Justice on Trial.’
Free and open to the public during the business hours of the
headquarters of Massachusetts’ judicial branch, the exhibit
is a series of placards, photographs and interactive
mul ti media sources in a small roomdetailing not only the
vari ed aspects of the case, but the prejudicial socio-
political context in which it occurred. Put together by a

senior adm nistrative attorney for the state Suprene

" City Council President James Kelly opposed the use of Browne
funds saying, ‘The nessage [the scul pture] sends out is our
judicial systemjust doesn't work. | don't think el ected

of ficials should be sending that kind of message.’ Schorow,

St ephani e, The Boston Heral d, August 20, 1997.

“® Thomas Gillo, “ Sculpture to remind of Sacco, Vanzetti,” The
Bost on G obe, August 20, 1997.
° Mary Hurley, “Menorial site eyed for Sacco, Vanzetti,” The

Boston d obe, January 17, 1999.
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Judicial Court and a graphic designer for the state Soci al
Law Li brary, the exhibit is an instructive |look into the

| egal system and the ways in which it can be m sused. Wile
the exhibit is not especially accessible to the average
citizen, in ternms of content and placenent it is undeniably
the nost significant tribute to the anarchi st workers to
date. Two nonths after the exhibit opened, the Rose Kennedy
G eenway Park was opened to the public in the North End.
There, the public found a tineline of |ocal historical
events spelled out in a series of plaques. One of these,
reportedly due to the advocacy of a private citizen of the
North End, is about the Sacco and Vanzetti case.

I n 2006, on the 79'" anniversary of Sacco and Vanzetti’s
execution, a comenorative march took place in the pouring
rain to Forest Hlls Cenetery, where the two imm grants were
cremated. The march was intended to bridge the perceived
i deol ogi cal gap between Boston’s ‘red’ anarchists, those
primarily engaged in human rights and | abor struggles, and
Boston’s nuch prosecuted ‘green’ anarchists, those focused
on environnental justice and animal rights. Though a few
ol der leftists participated and m grant workers’ rights
organi zers attended, the march was conposed overwhel m ngly
of young anarchists carrying flags and banners. Bl am ng
i neffective outreach and incl enent weather, and findi ng that
the | essons of Sacco and Vanzetti’s case hold rel evance far
beyond their martyrdomto the anarchi st cause, grander plans

were made for the 80" anniversary. What began as an attenpt
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to organi ze a better march grew into a broader,

i ntergenerational coalition of conmunity, |abor and

i mm grant rights organizers, anarchist historians,
archivists and activists operating as the Sacco and Vanzetti
Commenoration Society. The group organi zed a series of

educational, agitational and social events surrounding the

80" anni versary of the execution.

At the initiative of Boston City Councilor Felix Arroyo, who
joined the march on the 23 decrying the persecution of
immgrants, the death penalty and the state repression of

di ssent, the Boston City Council passed a resolution

extending its ‘admration to the Sacco and Vanzetti
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Commenor ation Society’ and decl ared August 23, 2007, Sacco
and Vanzetti Commenoration Day in the City of Boston.™

As the 2007 march wound t hrough Hanover Street on the North
End, a Society nenber put up a tenporary historical marker
on the 256 Hanover Street building that had been used by the
Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Conmttee over 80 years earlier. On
Decenber 1, 2007, with the perm ssion of the building s
proprietors, the Society installed and dedi cated a new

pl ague to replace the one that had gone missing in the
1980s. Forner governor M chael Dukakis was anong the forty

or so participants.

1
s

August 23, 2008 saw sim | ar commenorative events to the

Society’s 2007 ones. City Councilor Chuck Turner presented

¥ “City of Boston passes resolution in comenoration of Sacco &
Vanzetti. ” Retri eved Novenber 21, 2008, available from
http://saccoandvanzetti.org/sn displayl. php?row | D=37
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the Society with a nearly identical resolution, declaring
August 23, 2008 Sacco and Vanzetti Commenoration Day in the
City of Boston. The Society has, all the while, been

wor king to overcone the financial, |ogistical and
bureaucratic obstacles that have thus far prevented the
public installation of a casting of Borglum s work.

Wil e going through transcripts of addresses given at
menori al events, | found this quote from 1928 that struck ne
as unusually relevant. ‘Men and wonen ...are still anxious
to do sonething to right the wong, to do honor to the

51

menory of Sacco and Vanzetti.’ These words were spoken by
I'i beral schol ar Robert Mrss Lovett, Esqg. on the one-year
anni versary of Sacco and Vanzetti’'s execution to a crowd of
2,000 people in Boston. As has been shown by the ongoing
interest in the inmm grant workers’ case in Boston, through
attendance at the Society’s nenorial events and the people
t hat packed the Dante to hear Zinn's lecture, we are stil
anxious to right the wongs commtted by the state agai nst
Sacco and Vanzetti. As of this witing, though, friends of
Sacco and Vanzetti seemto have triunphed against the two
immgrants’ foes. Nearly all of schol arship upholds the
unjust nature of the trial, if not the innocence of the
pair. The executive branch of the state governnent has

declared the trial unjust. The judicial branch of the state

governnment has set up an exhibit on its own shortcomngs in

** Robert Morss Lovett, Esq. address at the Scenic Auditoriumin
Bost on, August 23, 1928. Felicani, (Al dino) Sacco and Vanzetti
Col l ection. Rare Books and Manuscripts, Boston Public Library,
Bost on.
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the matter. The nunici pal governnment has publicly approved
the work of a group that seeks ‘to preserve the nmenory of
Sacco and Vanzetti’'s struggle to radically change society’
and ‘draw connections between the struggles of Sacco and
Vanzetti and similar struggles today. ‘* If all goes as
pl anned, the installation of Borglum s bas-relief wll
becone a reality within a year. Wat nore could a | ocal
devotee of the martyred anarchi sts want?

| found the answer to this question every tine |
menti oned the nanes Sacco and Vanzetti and received bl ank
| ooks. These enpty stares net ne at |east twice as often as
affirmati ons of know edge on the case that had torn apart
our town and shaken the world in the 1920s. Only schol ars,
radi cal s, and a di m nishing category of people of a certain
age know the story that should be part of our collective
consci ousness. The seven-year suffering and ultimate
el ectrocution of two inmm grant dissidents has been omtted
fromthe official historical narrative transmtted to every
subsequent generation. By erasing Sacco and Vanzetti and
the socio-political theater in which their |ives were ended,
the | essons of their case have been obscured. Eighty years
|ater, we are seeing alarmng repeats of the conditions that
made martyrs of Sacco and Vanzetti. | nentioned the exanple
of eight anarchists in the Twin Cities currently facing

terrorismcharges for organizing supportive infrastructure

** Sacco and Vanzetti Commenoration Society Mssion, retrieved
Novenber 21, 2008, available from
http://ww. saccoandvanzetti.orqg/sn displayl. php?row | D=8
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for out of town protestors, but here in Boston, two
anarchists were arrested in June on charges of disturbing
t he peace and damagi ng public property for their use of
Crayol a brand sidewal k chal k.® Qur local politicians may
have taken a stand agai nst the scapegoating of inmmgrants,
but raids are still conducted in Massachusetts. Every night
in this country at |east 26,000 people sleep in Inmgration
and Custonms Enforcenent detention facilities while hundreds
of thousands are deported each year,* all for the crine of
being born in a different part of the world. As anyone who
has been in general population in any jail or prison in this
country can tell you, justice for the poor remains el usive
while white-collar crimnals enjoy the conforts of their
homes in ankle bracelets, when they are apprehended at all.
Installing Borglumis 77 x 3.5 plaque in an oft-
frequented location in Boston is a step in the right
direction toward doing justice to the nenory of the two
slain idealists, but the | egacy of Sacco and Vanzetti
requi res nore than public artwork. The case should be part
of the history curricula in public schools and connections
need to be made to the repressive social and econom c
factors that have not gone away after 80 years. Study of

the Sacco and Vanzetti case denmands an exam nation of the

*® Ric Kahn, “oOut of Line,” Boston G obe, Novermber 16, 2008.
Retri eved 18 Decenber 2008, avail able from
http://ww. boston. conml news/ | ocal /articles/2008/11/16/ out _of |ine/

?page=2
Fact sheets, “U.S. Immgration and Custons Enforcenent FYO7
Acconpl i shnments, ” retrieved Novenber 21, 2008, available from

http://ww.ice.qgov/doclib/pi/news/factsheets/fy07accnpl shimt sweb.
pdf
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present governing systens; perhaps this is why the | egacy of
the case continues to be obscured by authorities, known only
to those who seek it out. As |abor organizer and witer
Lucy Parsons wote in 1905, ‘Anarchists know that a | ong
peri od of education nust precede any great fundanental
change in society.’

In all nmy nonths of researching the comenoration of
Ni col a Sacco and Bartol oneo Vanzetti and the Borgl um bas-
relief created in their menory; in all the countless tines |
weaved ny way up to, in and out of the Rare Books and
Manuscri pts Departnent at Boston Public Library and past the
pl aster work on the wall; despite being entirely visually
famliar wth the piece; despite blowwng a kiss to ny slain
conrades every tinme | passed their inmage, | never really
st opped to ponder the words scul pted onto the piece. |
woul d persistently tune out nost information pertaining to
the case itself or to anything the two did or said while
they were alive, as these were irrelevant to ny research.
One evening, however, up to ny neck in sources, | realized
that | was not entirely sure what the plaque said, despite
qui te possi bly know ng nore about it now than anyone el se
alive. And so | pulled out one of the pictures of the work
and very carefully read Bartol o Vanzetti’s words, witten on
the last day of his life. And then | began to cry because |

realize how little has changed in 80 years.

55

Lucy E. Parsons and Gal e Ahrens, Freedom Equality &
Solidarity: Witings & Speeches, 1878-1937, (Chicago: Charles H
Kerr, 2004), 31



VWhat | wish nore than all in this |ast hour of agony
is that our case and our fate may be understood in
their real being and serve as a trenmendous |esson to
the forces of freedomso that our suffering and death
wi |l not have been in vain.
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